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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the 

RURAL.  DISTRICT  OF  STo  FAITH'S  AND  AYLSHAM 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  I97O. 


Mro  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1970. 

The  year  saw  the  continued  implementation  of  the 
programme  for  the  provision  of  mains  drainage  in  the  Area. 

There  were  occasional  setbacks  but  the  overall  progress  was 
satisfactory.  Despite  the  strike  of  refuse  collectors  in 
some  areas  the  service  in  St.  Faiths  and  Aylsham  was 
unint  er rup t  e  d , 

There  is  still  much  talk  of  pollution  of  the  environment. 
During  I97O  there  was  control  of  the  use  of  certain  chemicals 
in  pesticides,  investigation  into  the  use  of  additives  to 
animal  feeding  compounds,  and  the  removal  from  the  market  of 
certain  artificial  sweetening  agents.  There  is  concern  about 
the  pollution  of  rivers  -  the  water  supply  of  many  thousands 
of  homes,  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  not  only  by 
chemicals  from  some  industrial  sites,  but  by  noise j  the  noise 
of  traffic  on  our  congested  roads  and  the  noise  of  aircraft  as  more 
and  more  people  must  travel  faster  and  farther,  necessitating 
oven  bigger  and  higher  powered  aeroplanes. 


In  all  possible  fields  the  local  authorities  endeavour  to 
protect  man  from  the  invidious  effects  of  his  own  inventiveness 
and  to  ensure  a  safe  environment  in  which  to  enjoy  the  leisure 
that  the  labour  saving  devices  of  a  technological  age  provide. 

It  is  therefore  sad  that  physically  and  psychologically  man 
is  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on  artificial  aids  to 
relaxation:  alcohol,  tobacco,  tranquilisers,  sedatives. 

The  strain  and  stress  of  modern  living  has  induced  so  much 
tension  that  man  poisons  himself  in  order  to  benefit  from  his 
new-found  freedom. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  92,120 

Estimated  mid-1969  population  56,010 

Estimated  mid-1970  population  57?060 

Rateable  value  1970  £1,851,927 

Estimated  product  of 

Penny  Rate  1970  £7,560  . 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  57,060  shows  an 
increase  of  1,050  over  the  mid-1969  figure.  The  natural 
increase  (births-deaths)  is  539 •  Hence  711  new  residents 
came  into  the  area.  This  is  365  less  than  in  1969* 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

- -  ENGLAND 


■  ■ 

1970 

196? 

AND 

WALES 

Live  Births 

1,022 

985 

784,482 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(adjusted) 

17o7 

17.4 

160O 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

totaJ.  live  births 

% 

% 

ip/o 

Still  Births 

5 

19 

Total  still  and  live  births 

1027 

1004 

794,833 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

12 

16 

14,269 

Infant  ^'-^ortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live 

births 

12 

16 

18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

11 

15 

17 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

21 

42 

26 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 

4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

10 

12 

12 

Early  Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths 
under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births) 

8' 

10 

11 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births) 
and  deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 


total  births) 

13 

29 

23 

Deaths  all  ages 

683 

601 

375,208 

Death  rate  (adjusted) 

11,9 

10.4 

11.7 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  there  were  1,022  births 
of  which  47  were  illegitimate,  that  is  of  the  total  births. 
This  figure  has  remained  approximately  the  same  for  the  last 
five  years  and  compares  with  8^  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
death  of  one  illegitimate  baby  under  the  age  of  1  week  gives 
an  illegitimate  infant  death  rate  of  21  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births,  again  demonstrating  how  misleading  small  figures 
can  be. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  of  13  compared  favourably 
with  the  national  rate  of  23o  The  first  week  of  life  can  be 
a  very  critical  period  and  only  ever  increasing  improved  ante¬ 
natal  care  can  ensure  'the  new  born  infant  has  a  firm  grasp  of 
the  thread  of  life. 

The  death  rate  (adjusted)  is  slightly  higher  than  19^9 
but  this  is  not  significant. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculosis 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 
Malignant  neopla.sm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Malignant _ neoplasm,  prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Diabetes  raellitus 
Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Anaemias  ^  . 

.  t  ' 

Mental  disorders  v . 

Meningitis  "* 

Multiple  sclerosis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  ,  ■  : 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  apd  emphysema 

Asthma  . . . .  . .  '■  ■  ■  •  - 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Peptic  ulcer 

Intestinal  obstruction  an,d. hernia 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  *  . . 

Other  diseases,  geni to— urinary  system 
Other  complications  of 'pregnancy,  'etc. 
Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 
Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

Congenital  anqmaljLes  _  ... 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour* etc. 
Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 
Symptoms  land  ill  defined  conditions 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other-’accidents- . . 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 
All  other  external  causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

5 

7 

5. 

12 

18 

8- 

26 

30 

6 

36 

— 

11  . 

11 

- 

6 

6 

2 

— 

2 

3 

4 

7 

13 

17 

30 

6 

5 

11 

1 

— 

1 

,  - 

2 

2 

2  . 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4'' 

1 

5 

3 

3 

6 

3 

4 

9 

95 

79 

174 

18 

23 

4l 

42 

50 

92 

12 

10 

22 

4 

6 

10 

25 

29 

54 

16 

6 

22 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

2 

3 

■5 

3 

3 

6 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

- 

3 

3 

— 

1 

a 

- 

1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

5 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

— 

4  ' 

4 

10 

6 

16 

5 

3~ . 

8 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

There  were  683  deaths  giving  a  death  rate  of  11. 9®  As 
might  be  expected  the  age  group  of  highest  death  rate  is  over 
75  years o  This  group  accounted  for  of  the  total  deaths. 

1.72  of  deaths  (12  in  number)  occurred  under  1  year.  Of  these,' 

10  occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  Breaking  this 
down  still 'further,  of  these  10  deaths,  8  occurred  in  the  first 
week  of  life,  four  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  abnormality 
and  four  to  prematurity. 

Between  1  year  and  65  years  there  were  I63  deaths,  that 
is  23o86?^  of  the  total  deaths.  This  would  suggest  that  having 
survived  the.  dangers  of  the  first  year  of  life  one  can  expect 
to  live  to  retire I 

Malignant  Disease 

There  were  68I  deaths  of  which  135  were  due  to  cancer,  that 
is  19c83?^o  Of  these  deaths,  lung  cancer  was  the  commonest  form 
of  cancer  and  deaths  from  this  disease  (36)  were  9^o  of  the 
total  deaths ■ and  26„6%  of  the  cancer  deaths.  Over  the  past  five 
years- -approximately  5^0  of  all  deaths  have  been  from  lung  cancer. 
Since  the  relationship  betv/een  smoking  and  lung  cancer  is 
established,  these  are  preventable  deaths I 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Here  also  the  close  relationship  between  smoking  and  coronary 
heart  disease  is  established.  In  1970  this  condition  accounted 
for  25. of  all  deaths  and  as  is  shown  in  the  following  table 
the  disease  is  up  to  5  times  commoner  in  men  than  women  in  the 
working  population,  that  is  families  may  be  left  without  a 
breadwinner  because  father  literally  ’smokes  himself  to  death’. 
That  is  a  very  trite  saying  but  one  that  is  horribly  true. 

Age/Sex  Incidence  of  Death  Due  to  Cancer  of  Lung 
and  Coronary  Heart  Disease 


Disease 

Age  in 

Years 

35.-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

Over  75 

Lung  Cancer  Male 

3 

:  1 

4 

13 

0 

Female 

— 

3 

2' 

1 

Coronary  Heart  Male 

3 

■  4 

21 

32- 

35 

Disease 

Female 

1 

5 

24 

49 

These  two  diseases  therefore  caused  30^  of  all  deaths, 
deaths  which  are  mostly  preventable. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  ’  '  ‘ 

VJhooping  Cough 
Measles 
Dysentery 

Meningo-coccal  infection 

Food  Poisoning 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Poliomyelitis 

Pneumonia 

Jaundice 


. -1-970-  1969 

5.  7 

2  3 

438  34 

6  19 

6  7 

1 


7  6 


1968 

l4 

20 

429 

33 

1 


1 

2 

10 


Acute  Meningitis  1  ^  ^ 

•  ) 

Acute  Meningitis  ;  ’ 

i 

This  case  of  acute,  meningitis  was  due  to  the  organism 
Haemophilus  influenzae  and  occurred  in  a  young  childo.  Meningitis 
due  to  this  orgamism  is  commonest  in  infancy  and  rare  over  the 
age  of  6  years o  The  organism  unfortunately  retains  the  name  given 
to  it  v/hen  it  v/as  first  isolated  and  then  thought  to  cause  influenza. 
The  latter  disease  is,  of  course,  now  known  to  be  a  virus  infection. 


Measles 


The  first  graph  shows  the  incidence  of  measles  from  I96O  -  1970; 
the  biennial  character  is  shown  and  the  gradual  decrease  in  case 
incidence.  It  is  to  be  expected  since  the  introduction  of  vaccination 
against  measles .  introduced  in  1968  that  ..cas,e  .ineideuce  will  show  a 
marked  decline  in  the  future. .  .  _ _ _  _  _ _ : _ _ 


The  second  graph  shows  the  case  incidence  between  i960  and 
1970  in  the  St,  Faiths  and  Aylsham  area,  :  ; 

Tuberculosis 

1970  i  1969 


Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total 


Pulmonary 

103 

82 

t 

187 

0 

H 

84 

191 

Non-pulmonary 

17, 

32 

49 

1 

33 

30 

Total 

122 

114 

236 

124 

i 

1 

117 

24l 

During  1970  three  new  cases  were  notified  (1  male  pulmonary, 

1  female  pulmonary,  1  female  non-pulmonary) . 

I 

Six  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  during,  the  year, 
of  these  1  non-pulmonary  recovered,  5  ca^es  left  the' area  (3  male 
pulmonary  and  2  female_ pulmonary) ,  There  were  two  male  ihWard 
transfers  (1  pulmonary,  1  non-pulmonary).  Four  people  died  of 
tubercular  infect ipn!,..in  1970  (1  male  pulmonary,  1,  female  pulmonary, 
1  male  non-pulmonary  ,and  1  female  non-pulmonary). 
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Services  Provided  by  Norfolk  County  Comcil 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  tetanus, 
poliomyelitis,  smallpox  and  tuberculosis  is  provided  by  Norfolk  County  Council 
in  Child  Health  Clinics  and  the  School  Health  Service, 

A  primary  course  of  immunisation  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and 
tetanus  is  given  during  the  first  year  of  life,  smallpox  vaccination  and 
immunisation  against  measles  'is  recommended  in  the  second  year  of  life.  On 
school  entry  a  "booster”  dose  of  diphtheria/tetanus  antigen  and  poliomyelitis 
oral  vaccine  is  given.  A  further  dose  of  tetfinus  toxoid  and  poliomyelitis 
vaccine  is  given  in  the  penultimate  term  of  school  attendance. 

The  following  tables  show  the  work  carried  out  in  the  preventive  field 
by  General  Practitioners  and  Departmental  Medical  Officers  in  St.  Faith’s  and 
^1  sham  Rural  District, 


General  Practitioners 

1 


Tj"pe  of 

Vaccine 

i  Course 
! 

t  .  . 

1  ' 

1970. 

j  1.969 

i  Year 
jl968 

[ 

of  birth 

1967  '  1963- 
1966 

Others" 
Under  I6 

1  “  ■  > ' 

1 

1  Total 

Diphtheria/ 

Primary 

i  96 

494 

1  115 

1  22 

1  ^ 

729 

Tetanus  i 

l/Aiooping  cough;  Reinforcing 

1 

) 

i 

t  _ 

i 

j 

! 

2 

( 

< 

<  115 

1 

.3, 

) 

f 

96 

f 

250 

Diphtheria/ 

Primary 

1 

! 

f  - 

1 

1 

1 

Tetanus 

Reinforcing 

. 

■  ■ 

. 

13 

32 

i 

o^ 

223 

637 

Tetanus 

Primary 

2 

2 

.2 

2 

■ 

,43  ..  . 

■  51 

Reinforcing 

\ 

- 

, 

68 

178 

247^ 

Diphtheria 

Primary 

- 

1 

— 

- 

Reinforcing 

I 

'  1 

1 

'1 

_ 

- 

Measles  • 

Primary  ■ 

H 

171 

101 

169 

111 

10 

. 

564 

‘  i 

t 

Reinforcing  | 

1 

I 

- 

- 

’i 

1 

' 

-  j 

i 

. ,  i 

-  9  - 
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D.C.M.O. 


i  - 

Tyx^e  of  i 

Vaccine  | 

- — - 

Course  I 

I 

j 

i 

! 

I 

I 

1970 

Year  of  Birth  | 

1969  1968  1967  1963- 

1966 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

Diphtheria/ 

I 

Primaxy  | 

76 

5 

1 

1  i 

- 

- 

82 

Tetanus  & 
Whooping  cough 

Reinforcing 

- 

7 

S  i 
i 

5 

18 

Diphtheria/ 

Primary 

" 

1 

1 

- 

. 

8 

- 

10 

Tetanus 

Reinforcing 

1 

- 

2 

464 

6 

_ 

473 

Diphtheria 

Primai'y 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

3 

3 

“v. 

Reinforcing 

' 

" 

16 

- 

16 

’Tetanus 

Primary 

- 

■  ' 

- 

1 

1 

Reinforcing 

i 

t  ^ 

“  t 

i - 

1 

179 

180 

Measles 

Primary 

1 

45 

1 

6 

9 

21 

30 

112 

I  __ 

Reinforcing 

1 

! 

! 

1 

i 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

SmLPOX  -  G,P' s 


Age  when 
vaccinated 

0-3 

mnths 

3-6 

mnths 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

mnths 

1  yr. 

— 

2-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

Primary 

vaccination 

4 

2 

10 

369  ■ 

130 

55 

570 

Re¬ 

vaccination 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

150 

161 

4 

2 

10 

372 

138 

205 

731 

D. C.M.O. 


Primary 

30 

V 

vaccination 

Re- 

1 

24 

4 

1 

vaccination 

— 

— 

•• 

1 

- 

— 

— 

24 

4 

1  ^ 

30 

10  - 
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Type  of 
vaccine 

j  Year  of  birth  1963"-  ■  Others 

Course  '  1970  1969  1968  1967  1966  i  under  l6  !  Total 

.  _  _ ; _ i _ 

Sabin 

(Oral  vaccine) 

Primary  j  89 

Reinforcing  j 

467  ' 

116  ,24  2  i  32  !  730 

96  55  ;  497  i  207  '  855 

1  .  .  .i - 1  i  ,i  ,i - - - 

D.C.M.O.' 

Sabin 

(Oral  vaccine) 

« 

Primary  j 

Reinforcing  1 

75 

1 

5  !  -  1  21  ;  -  -101 

6  ,  5  1  427  '  208  :  647  1 

.  -  ,  !  i 

Protection  against  tuberculosis  is  also  offered  to  13  year  old  children 
in  the  Sbhool  Health  Service.  The  work  is  done  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  in  St.  Faith’s  and  Aylsham  Rural  District  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


2.C.G.  Vaccination 


Number  of  children  eligible  47^ 

Number  of  acceptances  435 

Number  of  children  heaf  tested  “ 386 

Number  of  tests  read  380 

Number  of  tests  piositive  -  25 

Number  of  tests  positive  (prev.  vacc.)  8 

Tub  er  cul  in  ind  ex  6 , 

Nur±)er  vaccinated  345 


Child  Health  Clinics 


Details  of  the  Child  Health  Clinics  provided  by  Norfolk  County  Council 
are  given  below.  At  the  clinics  babies  are  examined  by  Medical  Officers 
trained  in  Developmental  Paediatrics  so  that  the  earliest  deviation  from  normal 
development  may  be  detected  and  referred  to  the  general  practitioner  for 
treatment  or  further  investigation.  Immunisation  against  whooping  cough, 
diiDhtheria  and  tetanus  is  given,  also  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  measles. 
Health  Education  talks  are  given  and  films  are  sho’.«in.  Clinics  are  held  at 
the  folio mng  villages  at  the  times  stateds- 


Ayl sham 


Cawston 
Old  Catton 


Drayton 

<Felthorpe 
'•Poul  sham 


Ian  Sears  Clinic 

Memorial  Institute 
Parish  Hall 


Village  Hall 

Church  Room 
Frost  Hall 


First  and  Third  Friday. 

Doctor  in  attendance 

First  Tuesday  each  month. 

Second  and  last  Wednesday 
each  month.  Doctor  attends 
last  Wednesday. 

First  and  third  Tfonday  each 
month.  Doctor  attends  3rd.  Monday. 
Second  Tuesday  each  month. 

Last  Wednesday. 
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HePlesdon 

Horsford 

'•’Horsham  Sd;'.  Faiths' 
'•’Hor  stead 
'•’Rackheath 
'•’Reepham 
Salhouse 
Spixivorth  ^ 

Sp rows ton 

Taverham 


Community  Centre 

Parisli  Hall 
■Mission 'dlo din  "■  ■  -  '  '  • 

Church  Room 
Village  Hall 
Bircham  Institute 
Village  Hall 
Methodist  Church  Hall 

Methodist  Church  Hall 

Village  Hall 


Every  Monday,  Doctor  attends 
1st,  2nd  and  4th  Mondays 

Second  Thursday* 

Last  “Thursday  'each  ■fflonth 

Second  Tuesday  each  month. 

Second  Thursday  each  month. 

Second  Friday  each  month. 

Last  Wednesday  each  month. 

First  and  third  Thursday. 

Doctor  attends  3rd  Thursday, 

Every  Friday,  Doctor  attends 
2nd  and  4th  “Fridays . 

First  Thursday  and  3rd  Wednesday 
Doctor  attends  3rd  Wednesday. 


The  clinics  are  held  from  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  the  health  visitor  is  in 
attendance.  The  dines  marked  ’•'  the  Medical  Officer  visits  accasionally; 
at  the  other  clinics  the  Medical  Officer  attends  as  stated. 


HOUSING- 


Council  Dwellings 

There  were  n£  new  dv/ellings  completed  in  1970,  nor  were 
any  in'  process  of  being  built.  This  is  very  disturbing  when 
one  notes  the  v/aiting  list  proportions  but  I  understand  that 
the  outlook  is  slightly  better  for  future  building. 


Improvements 

Dwellings  improved  to  discretionary  grant  standard  50 
Dwellings  in  progress  of  improvement  0 


Private  Development 

During  1970  45Q  houses  'were  completed  by  private  enterprise 
and  671  were  in  course  of  construction. 


12 


Pt.  1 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  for  their  kindness  and  co-operation, 
and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Office  for  their  assistance  in 
producing  this  report »  1  am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the 

Public  Health  Committee  and  to  the  Council  for  the  interest 
taken  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  for  their  continued 
support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Lydia  McMurdo 

LoRoCoPo,  M.RoCoSo,  DbPoHo 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
(B.J.Palner,  II.  A.P.H.  I.  , ) 
for  the  year  ended  3Ist  Becember,  1970. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  follouing  Annual 
Report  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1970. 

The  vacant  position  for  a  District  Public  Health 
Inspector  uas  filled  early  in  the  year  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr. Do  Friend,  and  in  August  Hr , T. Robinson  was  appointed  Student 
Public  Health  Inspector,  a  position  within  the  department  which 
had  been  vacant  for  several' years.  Uith  the  closure  of  the 
largest  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  it  was  decided  that  one 
of  your  two  Meat  Inspectors, ' Mr. T. C. Pearce  vras  surplus  to  requirements, 
fortunately,  ho  was  successful  at  that  time  in  securing  an  appointment 
with  a  neighbouring  authority. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  saw  the  transfer  of  the  Council's 
staff  to  new  accommodation  and  no  department  could  have  appreciated 
this  move  more  than  us, ‘as  our  old  offices  were  very  badly  heated. 

The  ne\j  offices,  with  all  departments  together  under  one  roof  for 
the  first  time  in  over  twenty  years,  has ' meant  more  efficient 
working,  closer  liason  with  other  departments,  and  most  important 
a  more  contented  staff.  At  this  time,  the  death  occurred  of 
Mr, Goose,  your  Clerk  of  the  Cooncil,  and  with  his  passing  the 
department  lost  a  wise  counsellor  and  advisor. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanlcs  to  you  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  your 
continued  guidance  and  encouragement,  and  to  Chief  Officers  of 
other  Departments  and  their  staff  for  their  willing  co-operation. 
i']y  thanlcs  also  to  all  members  of  my  department  for  their  loyal 
work  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bo , 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

B. J.PnLMER 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

LYDIA  McMURDO,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Inspector  under 
Petroleum  Acts 

B. J.  P/lLMER,  K.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

D.R.  PARR 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors 

D.  FRIEND,  M.A.P.H.I.  (from  1o4„70) 

C. R.  HOV/ES,  M.A.P.H.I. 

H.U.  WATERS 

Meat  Inspector 

J.  V/ALKER,  M.A.M.I. 

T.C.  PEARCE,  M.A.M.I.  (until  l4o8.70) 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector 

T.  ROBINSON  (from  3,8.70) 

Clerical  Staff 


MRS.  P.  BARBER 
MlRS.  A.  WATTS 
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Section  1  -  Sanitary  Convenie nc e s 


't  2 


Inspections  and  Visits 


The  following  surimary  gives  an  overall  picture  of  the  work 
of  the  Departnonts  The  niajor  portion  of  your  Inspectors  tine  is, 
as  last  year,  devoted  to  Housing,  Inprovenent  Grants,  Poultry 
Inspection  and  general  natters  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

SUIPhlRY  OF  IIISPBCTIOHS  ilHD  VISIT'S  MHE  PURIIIG  THE  YEAR 

Inspections  midcr  the  Public  Health  Acts  .  1287 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  .  ,  . 3809 

Improvement  Grant  Visits  -  Hork  in  Progress  .  . . *  *  2086 

Improvement  Grants  -  Pinal  Visits  .  ’]  151 

Improvement  Grants  -  Survey  Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ’  553 

Visits  in  connection  with  Keeping  of  Animals .  .  .  30 

Inspections  of  Iloveable  Dvrcllings  ,,  . 

Visits  to  Infectious  Disease  Cases  . .  .  100 

Visits  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  .  250 

Visits  in  connection  i^ith  Rats  and  Hico  .  45 

Visits  to  Dairies  ..  ..  ,,  29 

Inspection  of  Moat  Shops  ..  ..  ..  . . 59 

Visits  in  connection  with  Unsound  Food  ..  ..  221 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  (Uith  Power)  . ..  .  6 

Visits  under  Uasto  Food  Order  . . .  ..  . .  3 

Inspection  of  Provision  Shops . .  ..  ,,  lyO 

Inspection  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  .  ..  ]]  13 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Shops  .  . .  100 

Inspections  of  Restaurant  Kitchens  .  .  52 

Inspections  of  Factories  (Uith  Pov7or) .  ,,  ,,  382 

Inspections  cf  Factories  (Uithout  Power)  ..  ,,  3 

Visits  under  Scrap  Metal  Act  . .  .  .  , .  . .  .  ]  ]  [  1 

Visits  in  connection  with  Scavenging  .  809 

Visits  under  Agricultural  Safety  and  U'elfare  Act  ..  . .  I5 

Visits  under  Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Act  . .  . .  . .  158 

Visits  under  Litter  Act  ..  ’  7 

Inspections  of  Sowers  o 

Visits  to  Place  of  Public  Imusemont  . .  .  3 

Visits  for  tjdcing  ScLiplos  of  Itotor  . .  . .  !  2  2  2.  ! !  145 

Visits  ro  yatcr  Supplies  ..  ..  . .  209 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  -cts  ..  . .  321 

Other  Visits,  Interviewing  Oimors  etc  ..  ..  ,,  .  129 

Inspections  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  ..  ..  ..  ..  612 

Visits  under  Clean  Air  Act  . . ’  132 

Visits  under  Hoiso  Y.batemcnt  2icts . *  IO3 

Visits  under  .Inimal  Boarding  Lstablishnent  ilct  .  I7 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . .  .  „  .  1295 

Visits  under  Pot  lUiinals  Act .  ..  ..  ..  6 

Visits  to  Poultry  As tablishr.ents .  34I 

Inspections  of  Public  Houses  .  .  13 

Visits  to  Outworkers  Promises . .  .  4 

Visits  under  Civic  2ii:ienitios  y2ct  ..  33 

Visits  for  taking  Ice  Crecin  Samples  . .  . .  10 

Visits  re  Swimming  Pool  Samples  . .  .  ,  . .  .  .  .  ,  45 

A3^ 


total  14,520 


Part  2 

Water  Supplies 


Sanples  continued  to  be  regularly  taken  fron  food  pronises  and 
fron  private  noils  in  the  district.  All  samples  from  the  former 
Vore , found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of  private  wells  where 
samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  action  taken  was  as  followsjr- 

(1)  The  connection  to  mains  supply  where  available 

(2)  Provision  of  boro  supply, 

(3)  Wc.ll  cleaned  out, 

(4)  V/ell  cleaned  out  and  limed, 

Under  numbers.  2  to  4  follow  up  samples  wore  obtained  and  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse 

A,  weekly  collection  service  operates  throughout  thc^district. 

The  bulk  of  domestic  refuse  continues  to  increase  as  in  previous 
years.,  for  the  D.vQragQ  household  the  ft .  dustbin  is  now  of 

necessity  displacing  the  smaller  P-^cu.ft.  Should  the  amount  of 
disposable  packaging  continue  to  increase  it  will  not  bo  many  years 
before  two  dustbins  per  property  will  become  the  rule.  In  addition 
468  new  houses  wore  completed,  which  a.dded  to  the  amount  to  be  collected. 

The  service  which  operates  for  the  collection  of  bulky  articles 
was  busier  than  in  previous  years.  340  householders  made  use  of  the 
service  plus  other  demands  where  removal  of  extra  refuse  was  requested 
by. Parish. Councils.  The  Council's  throe  refuse  tips  wore  kept  open 
for  use  by  members  of  the  public  and  these  facilities  wore  well 
utilised.  Apart  from  the . extra  collection  service  and  facilities 
at  the  tips,  rubbish  was  still  dumped  around  the  co’untrysido,  a.nd 
it  makes  me  wonder  what  an  authority  has  to  do  to  make  those  litter 
bugs,  litter  conscious*  It  is  becoming  obvious  from  the  condition 
of  foorpaths  in  the  'Urban  type'  areas  of  the  district  tho.t  some 
provision  will  have  to  bo  made  in  future  years  to  provide  a  regular 
footpath  swooping  service. 

The  work  of  converting ' side  loading  lorries  to  rear  loading 
compression  vehicles  was  completed  satisfactorily  and  I  am  very 
satisfied  with  their  performance  and  their  low  maintenance  costs. 

The  scheme  comonced  in  1969  for  suspending  the  refuse  collection 
service  during  the  first  two  'weeks  in  August,  was  continued  in  1970. 
Improvements  in  the  scheme  .wore  introduced:,  namely,  having  the  bin 
liners  prepacked  together  v/itli  ties  in  throes,  and  so  enabling 
delivery  to  be  .carried  out  more  efficiently.  With  the  introduction 
of  three  lin^a  it  was  hoped  that  the  collectors  would  be  able  to  collect 
on  the  third  week  only  three  full  liners,  but  unfortunately  this  did 
not  happen.,  .  It  was  .found  that  three  full  liners,  a  full  dustbin  and 
extras  at  quite  a  number  of  houses  v;ero  awaiting  collection.  Very  few 
complaints  v^cre  received,  public  co-operation  was  excellent,  and  your 
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uorkncn  wcirc  G,blc  to  enjoy  two  weeks  liolidny  with  very  good  wocither. 

As  in  1969  a  skeleton  staff  was  in  attendance  to  carry  out  collections 
ibn  the  Broads  area  and  other  essential  places. 

The  scheiie  for  offering  ratepayers  52  bin  liners  for  o€l  was 
continued  during  the  year  and  254  householders  had  taken  ad.vo.ntage 
of  the  schene.  I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  due  to  financial 
considerations  to  adopt  the  bin  liners  nethod  using  polythene  liners 
as  agreed  in  principle  by  the  Council.  Our  present  nethod  of 
collection  i.e. 'the  skop  systen'  was  the  subject  of  nany  conplaints 
and  should  bo  replaced  as  soon  as  possible. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  o.t  Buxton,  Roephan 
and  Gt.  V/itchinghan  and  the  forner  was  alnost  filled  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  It  beccune  obvious  during  the  yc-ar  that  the  existing  snail 
Crawler  Tractor  could  not  cope  with  the  quantity  of  refuse  being 
received.  It  was  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  levelling  of  the 
inconing  refuse,  but  not  for  digging  out  soil  and  covering  this 
over  the  new  refuse,  consequently  at  tines  the  tips  were  not  in 
a  v^ry  hygienic  or  presentable  condition.  To  overcono  this  a  four 
vjheeled  drive  Volvo  tractor  was  purchased  near  the  end  of  the  year 
and  with  its  XDur chase  I  anticipate  being  able  to  report  to  you  in 
future  years  that  the  tips  arc  being  run  on  rocormendod  lines. 

Buxton  tip  will  be  filled  before  the  end  of  next  March  and  with 
this  in  nind  negotiations  wore  connenced  in  february  to  secure  the 
use  of  a  disused  gravel  pit  in  the  vicinity  of  Buxton.  This  was 
not  proceeded  vjith  later  in  the  year  due  to  objections  from  local 
inhabitants  and  froc  the  local  R.A.F.  station.  However,  the  use 
of  a  nearby  site  was  under  discussion  as  the  year  ended.  The  tine 
factor  here  docs  indicate  how  far-sighted  one  has  to  be  in  this 
question  of  refuse  disposal,  for  although  all  householders  produce 
refuse,  no-one  is  keen  to  have  tips  or  refuse  plants  witliin  their 
vicinity. 


In  Decenber  a  joint  necting  was  held  with  the  neighbouring 
authorities  of  Norwich,  Blofield  &  flegg,  forehoe  &  Henstoad,  and 
ourselves,  with  a  view  to  joining  forces  and  helping  each  other 
in  the  question  of  refuse  disposal.  Thu  necting  reached  a.greei:ient 
to  investigate  this  possibility. 
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One  tean  of  wo  non  onployod  for  a  full  v/eck  atniG’hts  on 
this  sorvico  uhich  was  progressively  declining  as  in  other  years. 

Cesspool  Bnptying 

The  nu:.iber  of  loads  renoved  here  was  only  slightly  lower  than 
in  1969  hut  it  was  he coning  noticeable  towards  the  end  of  the  ycar^ 
that  the  peak  denand  on  this  service  had  passed,  kith  the  conplction 
of  the  sewers  in  Drayton,  Horsford  and  those  to  bo  conpleted  early 
jn  the  now  yoc.T  in  the  pe,rishes  of  'la/erhan  and  oalhousc,  after  a 
period  of  onptying  cesspools  to  facilitate  sevrer  connections,  the 
denands  should  fron  now  on  significantly  diminish. 

Delays  prevalent  dLU-ing  the  year  between  placing  an  order,  and 
the  work  being  carried  out,  vo.ricd  between  3  to  14  days  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  tha,t  all  householders  who  placed  orders  just 
before  the  Christmas  period  had  the  work  carried  out  before  that 
break. 

The  Council  agreed. in  December  to  revise  charges  for  this  service 
to  cone  into  operation  on  April  1st  1971.  TiLC  old  cha,rges  had  been 
in  operation  since  1946  with  slight  anendnent  in  1951  and  i  i-  was 
also  agreed  to  reconsider  these  charges  in  1974  with  a  view  to 
providing  a  free  service,  except  to  those  householders  whose  property 
can  be  connected  to  the  sewers. 


Cesspool  Snptyiiip; 

Below  are  pc.rticulars  of  loads 
the  yoa,rs  1961  to  1970:- 


loadi 

1961 . . . 11,268 

1962. _  8,808 

1963. ...................  9;904 


1964. 8,374 
1965. ®  ® . ® . ®  ® . ®  ®  ® . ®  ®  ®  ®  ® . *10,527 


renoved  from  Cesspools  over 

loads 

1966 . 10,901 

1967... ...•..."••*®*® *.71, 346 

1968.  . . .  .  .  .10,707 

1969.  . . 11,185 

1970.  . . 11,124 
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Rodent  Control 

This  service  should  have  been  operated  with  two  full  tine 
Rodent  Operators  but  unfortunately  your  senior  operator,  Hr. A. Hewitt 
becane  ill  during  the  year  and  after  a  long  illness  passed  avjay  early 
in  Novenber .  In  his  passing  the  Council  lost  o,  vilued  end  experienced 
workiuan.  ji.  new  operator  Hr.  Randall  had  been  c.ppointed  before  the 
did  of  the  yeo.r.  Owing  to  Hr. Hewitt’s  illness  the  figures  for 
inspections  and  troatnonts  are  101017  those  of  last  year  o.s  is  to  be 
expected. 

Hew  arraigouents  for  paynonts  vjere  introduced  for  farns  and 
business  prenisos.  The  actua.1  cost  of  the  bait  used  was  to  be  charged 
for  and  that  for  labour  discontinued.  It  was  hoped  tliat  by  doing 
this  uore  farners  would  take  advantage  of  the  Council's  service 
and  so  renovo  any  possible  reservoirs  of  rat  infestations  on  farns. 

The  following  details  are  taken  fron  the  Annual  return  for 
1970  as  subnitted  to  the  Innistry  of  Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Pood. 


Hon-Agricultural 


Agricultural 


1)  Total  Ho.  of  properties 

(including  nec.rby  prenisos) 
inspected  following 
notification  1528 

2)  Huiuber  infested  by  (a)RatG  706 

(b)llice  144 

3)  (a)  Total  hunber  of 

properties  inspected  for 
rats  and/or  nice  for 
reasons  other  than 
notifications  i . e. ourvey  431 

(b)  Hunbers  infested  by(i)Rats  56 

(ii)Hice  15 


5 

5 


1 

1 
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OFFICES,  SH02b  AIID  RiMLl/AY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

339  pronisos  wore  rcgistod  under  this  Act  by  the  end  of” 
the  year,  250  ucre  fully  inspected  and  a  total  of  24  infomal 
notices  were  served.  The  principal  itens  which  were  not  being 
conpliod  with  were  as  follows 


No  Abstract  of  the  Act  9 
Inadcci_uato  Provision  for  Clothing  2 
Inadequate  Provision  for  drying 

outdoor  clothes  2 
Absence  of  liernoLietcrs  7 
Inadequate  P'ashing  Facilities  8 
Inadequate  Artificial  Lighting  4 
Inadequate  Sanitary  Accomodation  3 
Inadequate  ventilation  4 
Inadequate  Heating  1 
Inadequate  First  Aid  Equipnent  7 
Inadequate  seating  for  enployees  1 
Obstruction  of  Staircase  1 
Redecoration  5 
Repairing  Roof  1 
Repairing  Floor  1 
Shulf  racks  insecure  1 


The  24  informal  notices  xHiich  were  served  covered  16 
different  items. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  only  7  of  the  24  notices  v/ere 
outstanding. 


T’wo  accidents  were  notified.  The  first  occurred  in  a 
grocers  shop  when  an  assistant  severed  the  top  loft  side  of  his 
thumb  on  an  electric  slicing  machine.  The  second  accident  was  in 
a  distribution  depot,  when  a  cylinder  fell  from  a  truck  onto  an 
employee's  foot  and  fractured  his  big  left  too. 

Both  those  accidents  were  investigated  and  verbal  advice  given 
but  no  legal  action  was  taken. 
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The  follov/ing  table  is  an  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report  as 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour: - 


Class  of  Premises 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Premises 
registered 
during 
blie  year 


Total  No.  Registered  Premises 

Registered  receiving  general 
 inspection 


Offices 

k 

70 

42 

Retail  Shops 

7 

217 

168 

\7holesale  Shops,  \7archouses 

4 

32 

27 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public,  canteens 

3 

18 

11 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

2 

2 

Total  number  of  employees  covered  by 

registration  -  989 « 
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Noise  Abatement  Act  I96O 


A  long  standing  complaint  of  noise  from  a  factory  in  a  residential 
area  seems  to  have  been  solved  by  the  installation  of  double  glazing  and  a 
nev;  ventilation  system  within  the  factory. 

No  nev/  serious  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 

No,  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


Premises  ... 

(i)  Factories  in  v/hich 
Sections 

.  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  14  14  -  Nil 

(ii)  Fo.ctories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  263  379  "12  Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outworkers' 

premises)  3®  30  -  Nil 


307 


423  12  Nil 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: - 


V/ant  of  Cleanliness 
No  Abstract  Act  displayed 

Sanita.rv  Conveniences 

-  —  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  suitable  for  sexes 


No.  of  Cases  in  v;hich  Defects  were  found 


Found  Remedied 


To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


2 


2 


Nil 


1  -  1 

10  7  1 


Outv/ork 


Nature  of  V/ork 


No.  of  insta.nces  of 
No.  of  Outv/orkers  in  August  work  in  unwholesome 
List  required  by  Section  133/134  premises _ 


V/earing  apparel 
making  etc. 


-10- 


16 


Nil 


Slun  ClGarancc 


SECTION  II  -  HOUSING 


Part  2 


No  outsido  inspections  were  nade  by  the  Slue  Clearance  Sub- 
CoLLnittce  during  the  year. 

Action  taken  was  as  follows:- 

Nunber  "of ‘houses  in- rospec't  •  of  v^hich  Closing  Orders  viqtq  nade:  5 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Oenolition  Orders  were  made:  20 
Number  of  houses  still  under  consideration  at  end  of  the  year:  18 


Number  of  houses  Ve:.cated:  18 

Number  of  houses  demolished:  39 

Number  of  houses  closed:  5 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  rescinded  after  houses  made  fit:  5 

Number  of  houses  subject  to  Closing  Orders  still  occupied  at 

end  of  year:  12 

Nui'iber  of  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  still  occupied 

at  end  of  year:  53 

Summary  of  Action  taken  during  the  year 


The  'Credit  Squeeze'  still  had  its  effect  on  the  Council's  house 
building  programme  and  no  real  concerted  effort  was  made  to  push  ahead 
with  the  slun  cleo.rance  programme. 

The  suryey  of  all  pre-war  "property  in  the' district,  which  was  com.mcnced 
in  1969,  was  continued  during  the  year  but  unfortunately  progress  was 
U.9^  rapid  as  expected  owing  to  the  heayy  work  demands  on  the  depart¬ 
ments  resources,  ihrom  the ' demorition  aspect,  it  became  apparent  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  that  with  an  increased  grant  .ayailable  for  the 
icproyemoiit  of  old  houses  the  repair/noderniso.tion  of  those  houses  would 
become  the  rule  and  demolition  the  exception. 

One  aspect  in  the  housing  field  which  became  app'irent  vj^as  the  'side 
effects'  of  Consoryation  Areas.  The  arco.  proposed  for  the  Parish  of 
Aylshan  included  nouscs  i/hich  were  alreo.dy  subject  to  demolition  orders 
and  opposition  to  securing  their  demolition  was  forthcoming  from  many 
quarters.  Careful  consideration  by  yourselyes  confirmed  that  the  houses 
v^er.e  not  worth  preserving  as  units  for  human  habitation.  This  question 
was  unresolved  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  had  boon  further  complicated 
by  the  fact  that  repair  work  was  being  carried  out  on  two  of  the  empty 
houses . 


In  view  of  this  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  prudent  for  the  actual 
condition-  of  houses  within  any  proposed  ■jonsorv'^tion  Area  to  be  considered 
together  with  their  appearance.  The  visual  aspect  may  be  pleasing  to 
outsiders  but  if  they  are  to  be  retained  as  useful  dwellings  thep  the 
accommodation,  facilities  and  immediate  environment  should  bo  of 
■■primary  importance';-  '  ' 
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Summary  of  action  taken  etc.  during 

the 

last  10 

'  years 

1561 

1962  I963-I964 

1965  1 

966 

1967  1968  1969  1970 

TOTAL 

1 ,  Number  of  houses 
inspected  by 
Sub-Committee 

44 

36 

58 

6 

nil 

13 

64 

8 

43- 

nil 

272 

2,  Houses  considered 
at  Time  and  Place 
Meeting 

39 

59 

61 

14 

4 

27 

72 

37 

49 

31 

393 

3.  Houses  considered 
as  suitable  for 
Clearance  Area 

4,  Demolition  Orders 
made 

28 

50 

49 

16 

nil 

21 

47 

32 

27 

20 

290 

3.  Closing  Orders 
made 

8 

8 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

11 

5 

5 

60 

6.  Undertaking  to 
repair  accepted 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

l4 

7.  Undertailing  not 
to  relet  accepted 

2 

— 

5 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

17 

8.  Total  number  of 
houses  on  which 
decisions  made 

39 

58 

57 

28 

5 

30 

53 

43 

41 

27 

381 

9.  Houses  vacated 

60 

76 

33 

35 

24 

21 

28 

43 

41 

18 

379 

10.  Houses  repaired  as 
a  result  of  an 
undertaking 

4 

17 

— 

3 

1 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

32 

1 1 .  Houses  demolished 
after  service  of 
Demolition  Orders 

61 

63 

66 

51 

38 

19 

30 

4o 

20 

39 

427 

12b  Unfit  Houses 

demolished  voluntarily 

— 

13 

2 

1 

— 

16 

13*  Demolition  Orders 
rescinded 

2 

1 

— 

3 

4 

2 

6 

7 

•Z 

5 

33 

l4.  Houses  closed 

— 

36 

11 

11 

4 

2 

3 

6 

5 

5 

83 

15c  Total  number  of 
houses  finally 
dealt  vdth 

67 

130 

77 

68 

47 

24 

42 

55 

32 

49 

591 
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IIIPROVSKPIIT  GRANTS 

During  tho  year  tiio  Council  approved  proposals  for 
Inprovenont  Crants  in  respect  of  78  houses  and  the  pronised 
grants  anountod  to  £53432.00.  6  applications  were  refused. 

'Jork  at  33  iiouses  uas  completed  during  the  year  and  tho 

A 

amount  paid  was  £21, 033  •  52-2 p. 

Approval  was  given  for  Standard  Grants  in  respect  of  70 
houses,  tho  maximum  amount  of  grants  that  could  ho  paid  was  o£14976.67. 

1  application" was  refused  as  work  was  completed  before  approval  was 
issued. 

hork  at  83  houses  was  completed,  and  tho  amount  of  grants 
paid  was  £18,170.22. 

The  number  of  Improvement  Grants  approved  ::oro  than  doubled 
compared  V7ith  Last  yoa,r,  from  37  to  78,  and  tho  number  of  Standard 
Grants  decreased  from  90  to  70.  This  trend  was  to  bo  expected  as 
the  more  generous  terms  for  improvements  granted  under  the  Housing 
Act  1969  became  more  iridoly  kno vrn.  In  my  report  for  1969  I  mentioned 
thr.t  the  repair/improvor.ient  of  really  old  sub-standard  rural  properties 
with  tho  aid  of  the  iicar  grant  was  becoming  a  realistic  propod.tion 
and  this  trend  did  continue  during  the  year. 

During  the  survey  of  old  properties  in  tho  District  u'hich 
has  boon  previously  mentioned  and  which  vjas  carried  out  in  the 
more  rural  areas  of  tho  District  your  Inspectors  handed  out 
im/provemont  leaflets,  gave  advice  and  information  on  tho  grants 
available.  This  salesmanship)  did  promote  interest  as  fol.low  up 
ap)plications  proved  and  it  is  being  continued  with  the  survey.  This 
work  does  absorb  a  groat  deal  of  your  Inspectors  time  as  does  every 
im.provoLient  application,  but  it  is  rewarding  v7ork  when  one  sees  the 
resultant  .modernised  house. 
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Section  III  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

A'  the  beginning  oi  the  year  there  v/cre  four  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district  but  in  July  the  largest  of  these  v/ith  the 


greatest  output  closed  dovm  and  the  result  is 

shown  in  the 

following 

tabic  of  animals  slaughtered  etc. 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Total  of  Carcases  slaughtered 

59,228 

74,818 

86,539 

Number  of  carcases  inspected 

59,228 

74,818 

86,539 

Number  of  carcases  not  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

VJeight  of  meat  condemned 

44  tons 

68  tons 

75  tons 

l4  cwt 

1 1  cwt 

Number  of  overt im.e  hours 
worked  by  the  Inspectors 

hours 

886^  hours 

1  , 092-J  hours 

15  licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animo-ls  Act  19t’8.  This  number  is  almost  half  that  issued  last 
year  and  was  occasioned  by  not  relicensing  people  who  had  left  the 
industry  and  v/ere  never  likely  to  return. 
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The  lollov/ing  table  gives  particulars  of  carcases  inspected  with 
those  found  to  be  affected  with  disease: - 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  Killed  ) 

Number  Inspected) 

4675 

o 

o 

2000 

5645 

48,596 

12 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

10 

64 

18 

551 

— 

Carcases  of  '-liich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1268 

149 

29 

97 

5,566 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

27.25?o 

4,65?^ 

1 1 .  76?o 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

84 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis 

.'17A 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  v;hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

7 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

—  — 

— 

Percentage 

__ 

__ 
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Poultry  Inspection 

Thoro  v7erG  7  poultry  ostc3,blisl:iriCnts ,  ono  fouor  than  last  year. 

IVo  aro  large  establishncnts  brooding  and  roaring  tlioir  own  birds 
for  slaughter. 

Inspc'ction  is  cc.rricd  out  as  before  and  0.I  though  it  loaves  nuch 
to  be  dosired,  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  effected  uithin  the 
resources  of  the  departnont.  Sven  so,  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
loavo  uniiontioncd  the  actions  of  the  owners/oporators  of  tlicse 
cstablishnonts  wdio  co-operate  with  your  Inspectors,  placing 
suspect  birds  to  one  side  for  later  inspection  and  oven  having 
their  own  systen  of  inspection  which  is  OT^e rated  with  a  high 
standard. 

I  ar.  pleased  to  record  that  no  couplaints  wire  received  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  any  birds  processed  within  the  district. 

1.  Iluisber  of  poultry  processing  prenises  XArithin  the  District:-  7 

2.  ITuisber  of  visits  to  those  prenises;-  346 

3.  Itabor  of  birds  processed  during  the  year;-  2,298,939 

4o  lluiiber  of  birds  inspected;-  46,695 

5.  Typo  of  birds  processed  -  Turkeys,  Ducks, Hens , Broilers, Capons, 

Rabbits  and  Petit  Poussins. 

6.  Kuisber  of  birds  condenned;- 

Turkeys  Hons  Broilers  Capons 

11,127  102  13  54  Total  -  11,296 
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Food  and  Drug;s  Act  1955 

One  conplaint  ivac  received  during  the  year  relating  to  food 
purchased  in  shops  within  the  district  end this  was  as  follows 

Mouldy  sausages. 


In  this  case  you  decided  that  a  severe  warniiog  bo  issued, 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  I96O/197 0 


Throe  infoivial  notices  vjerc  served  on  occupiers  of 
precises  within  the  district  and  all  were  rocedied  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  There  wore  no  serious  contraventions  relating  to  food 
pronisos  and  the  good  standard  operating  in  previous  years  vras 
naintained. 

Food  Hyviono  (iLarket  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Fogulations  I966 


The  prosecution  reported  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1969  was 
ta!:on  early  in  the  yeo,r.  This  concerned  a  dirty  ice-crean  van 
and  the  Court  found  the  two  defendants  guilty,  fining  then  £25  and 
£37  respectively  plus  15  gns  costs  each.  Following  this  case  and 
the  resultant  publicity  it  was  noticeable  that  conditions  on  these 
vans  did  inprovo  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  continue. 

Four  inf  oncal  ■  notices  under  these  Regulations  'wore  served 
and  all  work  rcqT’-ired  was  conplcted  by  the  end  of  the  year.. 
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CONDEMNED  FOOD 


The  following  gives  particulars  of  other  food  condemned  at  Shops 


and  other  premises  during 

the 

year: 

— 

Tins 

of 

Baby  Food 

4  • 

e  3 

c  0 

•  9 

a  9 

9  9 

•  9 

9  9 

9  9 

.  13 

Boxes 

of  Cheese  ,0  ,0 

e  0 

e  0 

A  9 

9  0 

9  9 

9  9 

•  9 

9  9 

•  « 

2 

Tins 

of 

I^Ieat  ce  «o  00  60 

0  0 

e  0 

9  8 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  « 

9  9 

9  9 

219 

Tins 

of 

Vegetables  „ 6 

0  e 

0  • 

e  0 

0  9 

9  0 

9  0 

9  0 

9  9 

9  9 

610 

Tins 

of 

i ruit  06  00  c  6 

e  0 

«  9 

0  9 

9  0 

9  0 

9  9 

9  • 

0  9 

9  9 

588 

Tins 

of 

I^iilk  00  00  0 

n  e 

9  0 

3  >t 

0  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

u  9 

9  9 

20 

Tins 

of 

S  cup  6  0  0  6  00 

0  0 

9  e 

0  9 

9  9 

9  0 

0  9 

9  9 

0  0 

9  9 

44 

Tins 

of 

Fish  00  00  06 

0  c 

e  e 

9  9 

0  9 

0  r> 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

18 

Tins 

of 

'Rice/Tapioca. 

0  4 

9  9 

9  0 

«  0 

0  0 

9  9 

9  (. 

0  0 

9  9 

42 

Tins 

of 

Custard  Pov/der  »  , 

0  z 

0  « 

0  0 

0  * 

9  9 

9  9 

0  9 

a  9 

0  9 

3 

Tins 

of 

Beverage 

^  9 

9  9 

0  9 

0  0 

0  9 

e  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

3 

Tins 

of 

Fruit  Juice 

0  e 

0  0 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

98 

Tins 

of 

Cr*  ams  00  00 

0  0 

0  0 

9  0 

0  0 

0  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

3 

Tins 

of 

Sponge  Pudding  0 » 

0  0 

0  c 

9  9 

9  0 

9  0 

0  9 

9  * 

9  9 

0  9 

3 

Pkt . 

of 

0  et  06  OO  60  06 

9  u 

9  0 

0  9 

0  * 

9  9 

9  • 

0  0 

9  9 

•  9 

1 

Boxes  of  Chocolate  Creams 

e  0 

0  e 

9  0 

9  9 

9  9 

9  0 

9  • 

•  9 

9  9 

24 

Bacon  , 

r  OQ  ce  s  n  ce 

e  0 

9  9 

9  9 

0  9 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

:  9 

0  9 

4223J 

Cheese 

eo  00  *  0  CO 

o  9 

0  0 

c  e 

•*  9 

9  0 

9  9 

0  9 

0  «• 

9  0 

1895- 

FPOEEN  FOOD 


498 

pkts  0 

of 

Vegetables 

335 

pkts  0 

of 

Mea.t 

126 

Chickens 

98 

blocks 

of  Ice  cream 

199 

pkts  0 

of 

Mousse 

0  r"  xi 

2y  . 

Ice  cr 

earns 

pkts  0 

of 

Fish 

stones 

F;. 

Lsh 

15  Chicken  Pies 

6  pktsc  Roast  Dinners 

2  Steak  and  Kidney  Pies 

7  lbs,  Sausc^ge  Moat 
2  pktso  Trifle 

8  jpkts.  Chocolate  Eclairs 
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Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts  1928  and  193^ 

Licences  v/ere  issued  as  follows: - 

Petroleum  Spirit  149 

Carbide  Stores  2 

Cellulose  Stores  3 

154 


During  the  year  4  new  licences  for  Petroleum  Spirit  were  issued 
and  7  discontinued.  All  premises  v/ere  inspected,  23  informal  notices 
v/ere  served  and  these  v/ere  all  complied  with  during  the  year. 

The  use  of  Coltishall  disused  Pailv/ay  Station  for  the  transfer 
of  North  Sea  Gas  condensate  from  the  road  to  rail  tankers  was 
continued  during  the  year. 


Pet  Animals  Act  193^~ 

6  registrations  v/ere  issued  by  the  Council,  These  were 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  19^3 

9  establishments  are  licenced  by  the  Council.  These  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  operated  at  the  required  standard. 


-19- 


( 

1 

I 


.  •  »o  n 

,4  I 

1  '  ,  • 

.  •  i# 

H 

.  .  .  .  >  Tm,^ 


I 


\ ' 


/-. 


1 


vr 


Pt.  3 


M.I.Mun.E 


The 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 

R.H.  Golver,  Chartered  Engineer 
M.I.P.H.E.,  A.M.B.I.M.,  A. Inst. 


W.P.C. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: - 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1970. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  writing  this  introduction 
to  my  report  this  year  I  am  able  to  sound  a  rather  happier  note  than  I 
have  been  able  to  in  the  last  two  years.  On  the  very  last  day  of  I969 
the  Council  received  authority  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  invite  tenders  for  the  Salhouse  Sewerage  Scheme,  originally 
submitted  in  November,  I968.  In  reporting  this  last  year  I  said  that 
perhaps  as  the  year  closes  v/e  see  a  glimmer  of  better  things  to  come  in 
1970.  In  many  v/ays  this  proved  to  be  the  case,  and,  with  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  national  financial  situation  during  the  year,  one  saw  a 
considerable  easing  of  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  for  many 
projects.  In  addition  to  the  Salhouse  Scheme  we  received,  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  authority  to  invite  tenders  for  very  much  needed 
sev/erage  schemes  to  serve  St.Faith’s,  Spixworth  and  Rackheath.  The 
result,  of  course,  meant  a  considerable  volume  of  very  hard  v/ork  in 
the  Department  hut  this  is  so  much  more  easily  accepted  when  staff 
are  aware  that  the  projects  they  are  working  on  will  be  proceeded  v/ith 
immediately. 


In  the  spring  of  the  year  the  Council’s  staff  were  able  to  move 
into  new  office  accommodation,  and  for  the  first  time  for  many  years 
it  was  possible  for  all  DepartmiCnts  to  come  together  under  the  same 
roof.  This  has  many  advantages,  not  least  the  benefit  to  be  gained 
in  administrative  co-operation  between  the  various  Departments.  In 
particular,  so  far  as  my  ovm  Department  was  concerned,  it  was  possible 
to  take  the  opportunity  of  some  re-organisation  of  staff  duties, 
particularly  on  the  administrative  side,  and  this  fact,  together  v/ith 
better  and  larger  accommodation,  has  gone  a  long  way  to  improve 
working  conditions  and  relationships  in  the  Department  as  a  whole. 

The  Department's  large  capital  programme  of  works  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  treatment,  together  with  the  continuing  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  District  generally,  has  meant  an  extremely  busy  year, 
and  I  am  most  grateful  to  all  mom.bors  of  the  staff  of  my  Department 
for  the  loyalty  and  hard  work  which  they  have  given  in  carrying  out 
their  various  duties  throughout  the  year. 
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During  the  year  one  saw  the  publication  of  a  number  of  documents 
which  will  have  a  beoaring  on  the  future  of  Local  Government.  In  some 
cases  they  must  particularly  affect  the  technical  work  of  my  own 
Department.  It  is  difficult  to  single  out  any  particular  aspect, 
but  I  feel  I  must  refer  briefly  to  the  report  published  during  the 
year  by  the  Working  Party  on  Sev;age  Disposal.  Undoubtedly  the 
Working  Party  have  done  an  exceedingly  good  job,  and  their  report 
contains  a  wealth  of  useful  information  and  comment  which  is  presented 
in  a  most .readable  manner..  Unfortunately ,  however ,  in  my  own  view 
there  arc  a  number  of  statements  contained  in  the  report  which  imply 
an  unjustifiable  criticism  of  rural  authorities.  The  recommendation 
that  there  should  be  a  icliborate  policy  to  impiovc  rural  sanitation, 
does  in  my  view,  and  despite  subsequent  assu-’-ances  to  the  contrary, 
imply  that  there  has  been  and  is  no  deliberate  policy.  This  surely 
is” just  not  true.  I  am  reminded  of  the  position  in  our  own  district 
where  in  1950  no  part  of  the  District  had  the  benefit  of  a  proper 
foul  drainage  system.  At  the  end  of  1970  75%  of  population 

were  provided  with  main  drainage,  .and  with  the  implementation  of 
your  present  programme  the  figure  will  have  risen  to  55%  by  ^975. 

This  sort  of  achievement,  frequently  hampered  by  national  restriction, 
is  very  typical  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  by  the  majority  of 
rural  authorities  in  the  post-war  years,  and  is  surely  indicative  of 
a  deliberate  and  vigourous  policy  in  this  matter.  Again  the  report 
conts-ins  information  and  comment  on  the  standard  of  effluent  from 
local  authority  treatment  works.  Hereagain,  there  is  evidence  to 
suggest  that  the  record  of  rural  authorities  is  a  good  one,  and  in 
many  cases  is  considerably  better  than  that  of  their  larger  urban 
and  raunicipa.1  counterparts.  My  final  comment  on  the  report  ^  concerns 
the  note  of  reservation  by  Mr.  Ian  Percival,  Q.C.,  M.P.  dealing  with 
the  future  administration,  and  with  which  I  find  myself  in  considerable 
syinpathy.  I  quote  "One  of  my  reservations  relates  to  size.^  Whilst 
l"  appreciate  that  there  may  be  many  cases  v/here  an  increase  in  size 
would  conduce  to  greater  efficiency  I  do  not  accept  the  general 
proposition  that  the  two  go  together.  On  the  contrary  I  should 
have  thought  that  there  wore  quite  enough  inefficient  monsters  at 
v;ork  to  disprove  that  proposition."  Setting  aside  for  a  moment 
the  singular  aspect  of  sewage  disposal  there  must  be  many  people 
involved  in  Local  Government  at  present,  and  who  now  await  its 
future  re-organisation,  who  share  this  point  of  view.  Let  it  be ^ 
hoped  that  those  v;ho  will  finally  determine  the  future  pattern  will 
vjake  up  to  the  dangers  before  it  is  too  late. 


In  concluding  this  introduction  to  my  report,  may  I  once  again 
express  my  personal ''FP^eciation,  and  that  of  my  staff,  for  the  support 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  whole  Council  throughout  the 
year . 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURWOR 


STAFF 

-  R.H.  COLVER,  C.Engo,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.I.P.PI.E. 

A.M.I.B.M.,  A.Inst.V/.P.C. 


DEPUTY  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  -  J.S.  BETTRIDGE,  F.I.P.H.E. 

ilSSISTANT  ENGINEER  .'U'JD  SURVEYOR  -  K,A.  BROOKS,  F.I.P.H.E. 


ENG INFER ING  SECT ION : 


Engineering  Assistants 

A.R.  MINNS 

P.A.  CIiSHEN  (to  29.5.70) 

R.W.  HICKS  (from  29.6.70) 

Resident  Engineer 

C.  HUNTER 

VJorks  Superintendent 

D.J.  SAUNDEPvS 

Clerk  of  Works  (Permanent) 

K.  GRIiNT 

Clerk  of  Works  (Temporary) 

G.C.  BROVJN 

R.B.  BANY/iRD 

Maintenance  Engineer 

E.D.  GROUT 

Technical  Assistant 

D.J.  BETTS 

Junior  Technical  Assista.nt 

J.D.  CORPS 

Site  Clerk 

P.  LANGMEIiD 

BUILDING  CONTROL  SECTION: 

Senior  Building  Inspector 

R.  B/J^DETT,  Mun.B.I. 

Building  Inspectors 

W.  KEIGHLEY 

G.D.  HAV/KINS 

General  Assistant 

T.C.  GARROD 

GENERiiL  OFFICE: 

Senior  Clerk 

E.G.  MOBBS  (to  3^1. 5. 70) 

Senior  Administrative  Assistant 

C.J.  BARDWELL  (from  1.4.70) 

General  Assistant 

G.A.  JOHNSON 

Socretary/Shorthand  Typist 

MISS  J.M.  H.™;iN 

Typist/Receptionist 

MISS  S.J.  V/RIGHT  (to  31.3-70) 
MISS  C.  HURREN  (from  6.4.70) 

Clerical  Assistant 

MRS.  D.M.  BROWN  (from  1.4.70) 
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SEViER;tGE 


The  following  notes  indicate  briefly  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  during  the  year  v/ith  the  Council's  programme  for  the  provision  of 
various’ Sev/oro.ge  Schemes o  •  • 

1 ,  Cential  Parishes  Scheme  -  Phase  One- 
Dra-yt’on,  Taverham  and  Horsford 

Work  on  this  large  scheme,  commenced  in  August  1968,  has 
proceeded  most  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  All  the  work 
in  Drayton  o.nd  Horsford  was  completed  in  December,  :\nd  it  is 
anticipated  the  final  sections  in  Taverham  will  be  completed 
early  in  the  new  yera’.  Reference  to  Appendix  2  indicates  that 
already  more  than -I ,3CC  properties  have  been  connected  to  the 
new  sowers  in  these  three  parishes, 

2 ,  Salhouse  Sewerage  Scheme 

Following  the  receipt  of  authority  to  invite  tenders  for  this 
scheme  v;ork  proceeded  immediately  on  the  preparation  of  contract 
documents,  and  contract  work  finally  commenced  in  June.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Contractor  had  made  excellent  progress,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  v/hole  of  the  Scheme  should  be  completed 
towards  the  end  of  March  1971,  approximately  6  months  ahead  of  the 
original  completion  date, 

3 ,  Central  Parishes  Sewerage  Scheme  -  Phase  Two- 
St .  Faith' s  and  Spixv/orth 

Outline  proposals  for  this  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme 
which  will  ultimately  serve  the  villages  of  Spixworth,  Horsham 
and  Newton  St. Faiths,  Frottenham  and  Hainford  wore  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  in  October  I969,  with  a  request  for  consent  to 
proceed  immediately  with  the  proposals  for  Spixworth  and  St. Faith's, 
Folic wing  a  local  investigation  into  the  proposals  by  the  Ministry, 
approval  to  invito  tenders  was  received  in  November.  A  great  deal 
of  work  has  already  been  undertaken  on  the  preparation  of  final 
details,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  tenders 
in  time  for  a  start  to  be  made  on  the  work  in  the  Spring  of  1971* 

4 ,  Rackheath  Sev/erage  Scheme 

Outline  proposals  for  the  sov:ering  of  this  village,  together 
with  the  construction  of  a  treatment  works,  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  October,  Ministry 
approval  to  invibe  tenders  V'/as  received  in  December.  Unfortunately 
co-inciding  with  the  volume  of  work  arising  from  the  schemes  for 
Spixworth  and  St. Faith's  there  must  inevitably  be  some  delay  in 
the  preparation  of  fi.nal  drawings  and  contract  documents. 
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but  I  am  hopeful  that  it  v/ill  be  possible  to  invite  tenders 
to  enable  v/ork  to  commence  in  the  late  summer  of  1971. 

5 ,  Aylsham  -  Cav/ston  Hoad  Area 

Detailed  proposals  for  the  construction  of  foul  sewers  o.nd 
a  Pumping  Station  at  Cawston  Road,  Aylsham  wore  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  in  December,  I969.  Following  the  receipt  of  Ministry 
approval  contract  documents  have  been  prepared  and  tenders 
invited,  \/ork  commenced  in  September  and  was  nearing  completion 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


In  o.ddition  to  these  major  projects  the  Dop.artment  have  also  been 
involved  during  the  year  in  the  preparation  of  proposals  for  repairs 
and  modifications  to  the  treatment  works  at  Aylsham,  and  with  proposals 
for  the  construction  of  small  sower  extensions  at  Buxton, Reepham  and 
Great  V/itchinghara, 

In  December  the  Council's  V/ator  Supply  and  Sewerage  Sub-Committee 
mot  to  consider  the  future  programme  and  priorities  for  the  provision 
of  main  drainage  in  the  District.  The  principal  purpose  of  this 
meeting  was  to  review  the  present  five  yea.r  programme  which  had 
been  agreed  in  I968  and  to  project  this  programme  forward  to  1975. 

The  suggested  programme  o.nd  priorities  put  forv;ard  by  this  Sue- 
Commiittec  for  the  period  1971  •"75  was  approved  by  the  Council,  The 
completion  of  this  programme  in  1975  v/ill  mioan  that  all  principal 
centres  of  popula.tion  within  the  Rura.l  District  will  have  the  benefit 
of  a  main  drainage  system,  and  a  little  over  85?^  of  the  population 
of  the  district  will  then  be  served. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The-  Council's  present  statutory  area  of  supply  comprises  23 
parishes,  covering  approximately  half  of  the  Rural  District  area, 
but  cont'-ins  less  than  15%  th'j  population  and  lO^o  of  the  rateable 
value  of  the  District..  The  remaining  part  of  the  District  is  ’.;ithin 
the  Norv;ich  Corporation  area  of  supply^ 

Under  proposals  for  the  re-organisation  of  water  supply  authoritbs 
in  Norfolk  it  is  proposed  that  the  whole  of  the  District  Council's  area 
will  form  part  of  the  now  and  extended  area  of  the  Norwich  Corporation 
Water  Department.  It  was  originally  envisaged  that  this  new  area  of 
supply  would  come  into  being  on  the  1st  April,  1970,  but  as  a  result 
of  last  minute  objections  by  one  of  the  other  District  Councils  in 
the  proposed  new  area,  the  making  of  the  necessary  order  had  to  bo 
delayed.  Subsequently  the  order  v/as  confirmed  with  the  operative 
date  being  1st  April,  1971»  This  delay  has  proved  advantageous  in 
one  respect  at  least.  It  was  originally  felt  that,  with  the  shortage 
of  time  available,  Norwich  City  Water  Depart'^^nt  would  have  had  to 
require  some  of  the  existing  water  supply  authorities  to  continue  to 
maintadn  their  existing  installations  on  a  "Caretaker"  basis.  The 
subsequent  delay  of  12  months  will  enable  the  City  Water  Department 
to  expand  and  develop  their  organisation  sufficiently  to  avoid  any 
need  for  such  arrangements  v;hen  the  time  comes  for  them  to  take  over 
next  April. 


Appendix  3  to  this  report  contains  certain  detailed  information 
in  regard  to  the  Council's  present  water  undertaking,  together  with 
details  of  the  number  of  properties  connected  in  our  own  area  of 
supply,  and  also  that  of  Norwich  Corporation,  It  v;ill  be  seen 
that  the  quantity  of  v/ator  supplied  during  the  year  again  rose  fairly 
substantially.  In  general  our  resources  proved  .adequate  to  meet  this 
increasing  demand  despite  a  particularly  dry  summer  which  followed  an 
equally  dry  autumn  end  winter.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during 
the  year  ground  water  levels  throughout  the  District  were  lower  than 
I  have  seen  since  coming  to  Norfolk  in  I96I.  The  supply  from  the 
Foulsham  source  did  give  rise  to  some  concern  during  the  early  summer 
when  the  level  in  the  bore  hole  v;as  lov/er  than  any  previously  recorded. 
For  a  period  of  some  48  hours  there  v/as  a.  sm.all  part  of  the  area  supplied 
from  this  source  where  there  was  a  failure  of  supply  for  short  periods, 
and  for  a  period  of  apx^roximately  a  week  it  was  necessary  at  certain 
times  of  the  day  to  raalvc  some  reductions  in  pressure.  The  problems 
arose  principally  from  the  heavy  demand  for  water  from  the  adjoining 
Rural  District  of  Ilitford  and  Launditch  to  whom  this  Council  afford 
a  bulk  supply.  With  the  co-opera.tion  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
to  the  Mitford  and  Launditch  R.D.C.  a  voluntary  request  for  consumers 
to  conserve  the  use  of  water  v/a.s  made  in  the  various  villages  concerned. 
The  response  provided  an  immediate  and  fairly  substa.ntial  reduction  in 
consum.ption.  In  consequence  it  did  not  prove  necessary  to  impose  any 
forma.1  restrictions  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
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During  the  year  proposals  v/cro  agrocd  for  the  extension  of  the 
mains  to  serve  new  residential  development  at  Smugglers  Lane,  Reepham. 
The  work,  undertaken  by  your  own  outside  staff,  v/as  commenced  in 
December. 


Throughout  the  yca.r  regula. 
public  mocins  in  the  Council’s  a 
exa.mination,  and, in  no  case  has 


r  s.amples  have  been  taken  from  the 
re:\  of  supply  for  bacteriological 
any  adverse  report  been  received. 
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BUILDING  CONTROL 


During  tlic  yonr  ^  ,9^0  plnns  v/cro  submit  ted.  for  Town  Plcinning 
permission  and  for  approval  under  the  Building  Regulations,  compared 
with  1,920  applications  in  I969.  During  the  year  458  new  dwelling 
v/ere  completed,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  67I  new  dwellings  were  in 
course  of  erection.  These  figures  compare  with  71?  dwellings 
■  completed  in  I969  and  619  in  the  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of 
1969.  It  is  noted  that  no  now  Council  dv/cllings  were  erected  or 
completed  during  the  year.  Once  ago.in  these  figures  indicate  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  new  dwellings  completed,  and  this  yoa.r  the 
decrease  is  of  substantial  proportions.  Although  there  were  some 
indications  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  rate  of  private- 
house  building  in  the  District  v/as  beginning  to  improve,  one  cannot 
escape  the  significance  of  those  figures  over  the  last  two  years. 
Unless  there  is  some  improvement  in  the  position  in  1971  there  may 
well  bo  a  shortage  of  residential  property  available  in  the  forsooable 
future . 

Although  there  has  boon  this  decrea.se  in  the  ra<.te  of  now  building 
in  the  district  the  vrork  of  building  control  continues  to  bo  a 
considerable  task  undertakien  by  the  department.  In  particular 
the  volume  of  improvement  and  extension  of  existing  residential 
and  commercial  property  continues  unabated. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  a  number  of  cases  v/herc  there 
has  been  an  infringement  of  the  Building  Regulations.  In  gcnora.1, 
those  cases  were  dea.lt  with  informally  a.nd  resolved  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  have,  hov/cver,  a.uthorised  proceedings  to  bo  taken  a.gainst 
one  builder  in  the  District  v/ho  has  consistancly  failed  to  submit 
notice  of  various  sta.gcs  of  building  v/ork  on  a  private  residential 
development,  Arra.ngor.ionts  for  the  taking  of  this  auction  wore  noc.ring 
completion  at  the  ond  of  the  year. 
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During  the  year  7  new  site  licences  and  23  renov/als  were  issued 
under  the  above  Actr 

There  are  throe  major  licensed  residential  sites  in  the  district 
providing  179  sto.ndings  as  follows: - 


46 

80 

53 


The  Hall,  Stratton  Strav/less 
Newtonvan  Park,  Hevjton  St  .Faith 
Black  Hill,  Drayton 


179 


In  addition  there  is  a  licensed  holiday  site  at  Haveringland  Hall 


for  100  caravans. 

One  or  two  reports  have  been  received  during  the  year  regarding 
residential  caravans  v/hich  have  been  brought  into  the  District  without 
planning  permission  and  a  licence.  In  general,  these  cases  have  boon 
dealt  with  by  informal  action  and  resolved  satisfactorily.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  there  have  been  considerably  loss  reports 
of  this  n-aturo  during  the  year  under  reviev/.  Fortunately,  there 
has  been  little  problem  within  the  district  concerning  gypsies 
during  the  year,  but  I  am  disappointed  that  it  has  not  yet  been 
possible  to  roach  any  agreement  with  neighbouring  local  authorities 
on  proposals  to  establish  a  permanent  caravan  site  for  gypsies  within 
the  Norv;ich  area. 
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MISCELL/iMEQUS  \7QPKS 


During  the  year  the  Department  have  become  increasingly  involved 
in  various  miscellaneous  works  throughout  the  (".istrict .  In  addition 
to  the  provision  of  a  new  gentlemen's  toilet  block  at  the  ^lylsham 
Public  Conveniences  and  certain  v/orks  at  the  Council's  irettenham 
Depot  the  Department  have  bocom.o  increasingly  involved  in  proposals 
for  street  lighting  in  va.rious  parts  of  the  district.  In  addition 
to  the  m.aintcnance,  improvement  and  repair  of  lighting  systems  for 
a.  number  of  parishes  dro.ft  proposa.ls  have  been  prepared  during  the 
year  for  the  provision  of  footpath  lighting  in  the  village  of  Drayton, 
■and  it  is  understood  that  similar  requests  are  likely  to  bo  made 
for  the  parishes  of  Spixworth  and  Ta.vorham, 

V/ith  the  increasing  grov/th  and  development  of  the  district 
generally,  and  the  desire  of  the  population  to  bo  provided  with 
more  and  bettor  services  and  facilities,  it  does  seem  inevi babble 
tha^t  the  department  will  be  involved  in  a  considera.ble  amount  of 
v/ork  v/hich  in  the  past  has  seldom  arisen  o 
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/J^PSNDIX  I 

ST.VFF  CHMGES  IN  1970 


ilRPIVALS  -  OFFICERS 


1st  April,  1970 

1st  April,  1970 

6th  April,  1970 

29th  Juno,  1970 

Mr.  C.J.  Bardwcll 
Mrs.  D.  Brown 

Miss  C .  Hurren 

Mr.  R.  Hicks 

Senior  Administrative  Assistant 
Clerical  Assistant 
Typist/Receptionist 

Engineering  Assistant 

DEP/d^TURES  -  OFFICERS 

31st  March,  1970 

31st  March,  1970 

29th  May,  1970 

Mr,  E.G.  Mobbs 

Miss  S.  Viright 

Mr.  P.  C ashen 

Senior  Clerk 

Clerical  Assistant 

Engineering  Assista.nt 

/iRPJVALS  -  liORKMEN 

■ 

1 

27th  April,  1970 

Mr.  C.  Groom 

Sev/ago  V/orks  Attendant 

dep.;rtupe]s  -  ’/orkfien 

Fcbrup.ry,  ^970  Mr.  J.F.  Godfrey  Scwcigo  l/orks  .  if  ten  don  t 
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AFFfliTDIX  2 

SEWEMGS  AND  SEIJAGS  TR>A4^IIEET 


The  followin/j  table  Indicates-  the  additional  connections  to 
the  public  sexfers  which  were  luade  during  the  year:- 


f 

i 

No.  of  Properties  connected 

1 

i 

During  1970 

Total  on  the  Scheme 

1 

1 

31st  December , 1970. 

1  .  AYLSIl/dl  TPlEATIIEIIT  dOPJCS 

AYLSHiVII 

80 

1 , 307 

IIARSHAH 

— 

93 

2,  BELAUGH  TREATI-IENT  YORKS 

BELii-UGH 

Y 

35 

COLTISIR-LL 

26 

348 

nORSTEAD 

n 

i 

246 

IROin-LlH 

21 

423 

from  SlIALLBURGH  RoD.C. 

HOVETON 

690 

TUHSTEAD 

110 

3.  FOULSILIM 

19 

1 

175 

■%  REEFHM 

STAGE  1 

5 

280 

STAGE  2 

2 

115 

5.  GREAT  YITCHIHGIM  (part  only) 

1 

1 

75 

6.  Discharged  to  tlORYICH  CITY 

CATTOrl  and  parts  of 

HELLESDOl:  and  SFROYSTOR 

63 

1,722 

DRitYTOIi  (Hum  Road  Area) 

— 

193 

DRiiYTOIT 

192 

517 

EELLESDON 

24 

3,941 

riORSFORD 

98 

98 

SP ROYS TOE 

128 

3,671 

TAVERJIAM 

625 

743 

12- 
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Vi 


ATER 


SUPPLY 


COUNCIL'S  iu<EA  CP  SUPPLY 


Total  Area 

Total  Population  (196I  Census) 
Estinated  Poi^ulation  Supplied  (l970) 

(1969) 

Length  of  Hain  in  Service 


71,75  sq. miles 

6,772 

5,250 

5,140 

42  miles  (approx. ) 


The  following'  table  represents  the  total  quantity  of  water 
supplied  from  the  various  sources  during  1970  with  comparable 
figures  for  1969:- 


SOURCE 

TOTAL  SUPPLIED 

(gallops) 

1969 

1970 

■  SALLE 

29,480,000 

33,474,300 

POULSILlii  ' 

22,389,000 

25,538,952  ^ 

OULTON 

5,291,000 

5,483,229 

PELTHORPE 

3,248,000 

4,014,210 

HONII'IGRi'J-I 

1,590,000 

1,77.1,630 

HEYPON 

1,086,000 

1,340,615 

RIHGLAH]:) 

1,513,000 

1,471,750 

vrasTOii 

713,000 

701,000 

-  GUESTUICK 

259,000 

222,500 

■  V/OOD  OxlLLIlIC- 

575,000 

740,880 

aiVERIilGLtihP 

2,562,000 

1,563,763 

TOTAL  - 

68,706,000 

73,327,829 

:  BULK ‘supplies  (To  Mitford 

and  Launditch  R.D 

.0. ) 

;  SPARHTJI 

2,193,000 

1,953,681* 

BIHTRES  TOUER 

12,619,000 

15,161,640  / 

^  TOTAL- 

14,812,000 

17,155,321 

Include 

bulk 

supplies 

recorded 

below 
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The  following*  liguros  indicate  the  number  of  properties 
connected  to  the  mains  in  the  various  parishes  of  the  Council's 
area  of  supply  at  the  end  of  the  years  1958,1963  and  1967  -  70. 


PARISH 

1958 

! 

1963  i 

1967 

j 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Attlebridge 

i 

15 

18 

18 

19 

20 

Boo ton 

10 

15 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Brandis ton 

- 

— 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Caws ton 

95 

213 

284 

294 

323 

335 

Pelthorpe 

12 

80 

112 

113 

128 

131 

Guestwick 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Poulsham  and  Themelthorpe 

148 

234 

269 

273 

284 

291 

Heydon 

51 

32 

33 

54 

Honingham 

_ 

13 

50 

50 

52 

55 

Mo  r 1 0  n-o  n-  -  the -Hill 

— 

- 

19 

19 

20 

22 

Cult on  and  Blickling 

12 

46 

65 

65 

66 

67 

Reepham 

178 

331 

432 

457 

475 

477 

Ringland 

— 

— 

46 

51 

52 

53 

Salle 

20 

36 

36 

56 

36 

36 

Strannington 

— 

15 

45 

50 

57 

61 

Heston  Longville 

29 

39 

42 

45 

47 

G  t .  Hi  t  chi  ngham 

81 

126 

148 

152 

157 

159 

Hood  Balling 

5 

18 

21 

21 

21 

21 

TOTAL  - 

574 

1,181 

1,695 

1,753 

1,846 

1,889 

Connected  during,  year 

— 

. 

82 

58 

93 

43 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  parishes  in  the  I'lorv.'ich 
Corporation's  area  of  supply,  with  the  number  of  properties 
connected  at  the  end  of  the  years,  I965  -  1970: 


Parish 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Ay Is ham 

1,135 

1,209 

1,285 

1,401 

1,457 

1,543 

Be laugh 

11 

11 

18 

31 

41 

47 

Brampton 

38 

38 

39 

40 

40 

42 

Buxton 

266 

283 

292 

327 

339 

357 

Catton 

811 

851 

900 

*894 

1,035 

1,130 

Coltishall 

392 

411 

422 

432 

450 

470 

Crostvfick 

1 

5 

8 

8 

9 

10 

Drayton 

846 

866 

883 

878 

881 

882 

Felthorpe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Frettenham 

130 

138 

150 

159 

163 

171 

Hainford 

195 

206 

217 

219 

227 

231 

Hellesdon 

3,669 

3,817 

3,929 

*4 , 148 

4,173 

4,215 

Hevingham 

243 

250 

256 

251 

260 

267 

Horsford 

485 

555 

580 

602 

608 

630 

Horstead 

214 

219 

233 

236 

264 

276 

Mar sham 

216 

220 

224 

219 

239 

238 

Rackheath 

454 

464 

467 

468 

471 

475 

St, Faith ’ s 

660 

676 

691 

*511 

518 

516 

Salhouse 

374 

392 

397 

405 

408 

410 

Spixwo  rth 

564 

655 

692 

708 

715 

717 

Sprows ton 

3,979 

4,109 

4,278' 

4,470 

4 , 744 

4,892 

Stratton  Strawles 

s  19 

19 

44 

49 

61 

67 

Taverham 

827 

901 

967 

1,004 

1,034 

1,105 

Tuttington 

34 

40 

57 

66 

72 

71 

Uroxham 

444 

447 

462 

470 

484 

490 

•Total  - 

16 , 007 

16 , 782 

17,491 

17,997 

18,694 

19,253 

*  The  boundaries 

of  these 

parishes 

were  altered  on 

1st  April, 1968 

by  the  i'TorvrLch  Order,  1968. 
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APPENDIX  4 


REEPHAM 


AYLSHAI'4 


AYLSlim 


BUXTON 


CENTR/lL  PARIS  ess 
SE^7ERAGE  SCHEME  - 
PHASE  I 


CENTRAL  PARISHES 
SEVERAGE  SgHEME  - 
PHASE  II 


RACKHEATH 


SCHEMES  DS/iLT  VJITH  DURING  1970 

V/ATER  SUPPLY 


V/atcr  main  extension  Smugglers 
Lane « 


SEl-fERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  TREATMENT 


Se\ver  extension  and  pumping 
station  to  serve  existing  and 
proposed  development  in  the 
Cav/ston  Roa.d  of  Aylsham. 


Investigations  into  remedial 
v/ork  required  to  old  filter  beds 
and  modifications  to  screening 
chamber  at  the  sev/ago  treatment 
v;orks . 

Sev;er  extension  to  servo  houses 
in  Crovm  Road  and  Brook  Street 
to  sewage  treatment  works  on 
privaEe  dovolcprnont  sitcc 

Supervision  of  contrant  under 
construction  for  the  provision 
of  a  comprehensive  sow'era>.gc 
system  for  Dra.yton,  Taverhara 
and  Hors fordo 


Comnorohensive  sewerage  scheme 
to  serve,  initially,  the 
villa.gcs  of  Horsham  and  Newton 
St.Eadth  and  Spixworth,  and 
ultimately  to  include  the 

o 

villages  of  Erottonhajn  and 
Hadnf  ordo 

Village  sewerage  scheme  and 
treatment  v/orkSo 


l7ork  commenced  December 

.:^970. 


Ministry  approval  to 
invite  tenders  receivedo 
Contract  documents 
prepared.  Tenders  invited 
Contrant  work  commenced 
Soptem.ber  1970. 

Draft  proposals  prepared. 


Detail  proposals  prepared 
l7ork  conimencod  Cctober 
197C, 


V/ork  on  Dra.yton  and 
Horsford  completed 
December  1970.  Contract 
v/ork  on  Taverluam  continue 
throughout  year. 

Detail  proposals  prepared 
Ministry  approval  to 
invite  tenders  received 
in  November,  1970. 


Outline  proposals 
completed  and  submitted 
to  Ministry  October  1970. 
Ministry  approval  to 
invito  tenders  received 
i n  Dec  ember ,  1970. 
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PEEPHiUi 


SALHCUSE 


Sewer  extension  Smugglers  Lane  Detail  proposals  prepared, 
to  serve  residential  development#  \7orlc  commenced  December 

1970. 

Village  sewerage  scheme  for  Contract  documents 

Salhouse  a.nd  part  of  Rackheath,  prepared.  Tenders 

invited.  Vlork  commenced 
June,  1970* 


GREAT  VJITCHINGHAli  Sewer  extension  to  serve 

residential  development. 


Detail  proposals  prepared. 


OTHER  V/ORI^S 


AYLSHAM 


DRAYTON 


FRETTENHAM  DEPOT 


Nev;  Gentlemen’ s  toilet  block. 
Aylsham  public  convenience. 


Village  Lighting  Scheme. 

Provision  of  new  vehicle 
inspection  pit. 


Tenders  invited.  Contract 
work  commenced  March  1970" 
\/ork  completed  August, 

1970. 

Draft  proposals  prepared. 

Det-ails  prepared. 

Tenders  invited.  V/ork 
commenced  December, 

1970. 
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ST. FAITH’S  AND  AYLSHAI-i  RURiVL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

HOUSING  OFFICER 


A. Chris . Gittins 

F.R.S.E.,  FoI.H.M.,  A.R.I.C.S.,  II.A.P.H.I. 
Chartered  Surveyor 

for  the  year 


-  1970  - 


HOUSING  COMITTEE  FOR  1970/71 


Chairman 


Mr. E.W.Trafford 


Vice-Chairman 


■  ■  ila  j  o  r  J .  H .  Hacke  1 1 


Lt.Col.F.  C. Atkinson 
Mrs.  R.A. Birkheck 
Mrs. A. J.Mo  Brereton 
Mr, A, S. Bunn 
tir,  J  Jt.  Burrows 
ReVo A. Carling 
Mr.H.H.S. Cooke 
Hr .P. J, Cranness 
Mr ,U, J. Curtis 
Mr. A. U. Doughty 
Jlr.U.  G.Ei-jing 
Mr.H. A.Gillett 
Hr . S . E , Gurney 

I'-ir.  T,  Hailey  (part  of  year) 

I-ir.H.  Jones 

Mrs , L.K. Lincoln 

I'lr.H.E.  Percy 

I^ir.U.C.Pert 

Mr . G. ?. Price  ' 

Mr . A. Pumphrey 

Mr . C . A . Pye 

Mrs , F, M , Roualle 

Hr.H.J.Rump  (part  of  year) 

I-Ir .  D.  U.  Smithson 

Mr . R, J. Spraggins 

lirs. D.  Stamxay 

Mrs .  V.  E.  TalloxA/Mn 

Mr. C.S. Falls 


Chairman 


I-Irs .  F.  M.  Roualle 


Vice-Chiaiman 


Hr. R. J. Spraggins 


Mr. T. Harvey 
Mrs  c  L .  K .  Line o  In 
Mr.H.  J,  Ruiap 
Mrs . D . Stanway 


I'lr .  E .  ¥ .  Tra  f  f  o  r  d  ) 
Major  J.H.Hackett  ) 


ex-officio 


HOUSING  DEPARTMENT  ESTABLI SIfflENT 
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A.C.GITTINS,  F,R.S.H,,  E.I.H.il.,  A.R.I.C.S.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Housing  Officer  Chartered  Surveyor 

J.C.HAGGITH,  F.G.  of  S.,  A.M.R,S«H. 

Deputy  Housing  Officer 


S.C.HilFiTANT 

Housing  Surveyor 

MRS.D.EDLEY,  A.I.H.H. 

Housing  Assistant  (  from  June  1970 ) 


M.G.'XiCKSON 

Architectural  Assistant 
S.H.PYCROFT 

Rent  Collector/lnspector 
L,H,UTTING 

Rent  Collector/lnspector 
G.K, BAYNES 

Clerk/Rent  Collector 

MS.S.D.ICEY 

Secretarial  Assistant 

MRS. J.M. HALL 

General  Assistant  (to  August, 1970 ) 

MRS . S . Y, HINDRY 

Clerical  Assistant  (from  Movember , 1970) 

D.J.SEUELL 

Clerical  Assistant/Trainee 
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IliTRODUGTIQN 


I  am  pleased  to  present  to  the  Housing  Committee  my  report  on 
the  wor^v  ox  the  Housing  Department  in  15T0  together  with  my 
comments  on  various  points  where  appropriate.  The  report 
follows  the  line  of  previous  annual  reports  and  one  hopes 
that,  taken  together,  they  may  provide  the  details  which 
Council  I-Iembers  may  need  to  keep  themselves  informed  of  the 
Council  housing'  and  allied  activities  over  the  yea,rs. 


Reference  is  made  to  the  minor  high-lights  which  occurred  in 
the  months  of  1970,  but  probably  a  major  one  in  the  general 
sense  was  the  issue  in  February  of  the  tJhite  Paper  (Cmd.4276) 
on  local  government  reform.  V/ith  the  change  in  Government 
later  in  the  year,  however,  no  progress  has  been  made  on  that 
particular  set  of  proposals  and  we  are  now  considering  yet 
another  set.  It  is  perhaps  significant,  following  the  combined 
views  of  the  jissocia  i^ions  of  County  and  District  Councils,  that 
the  latest  White  Paper  (Cmd.4584)  proposes  a  two-tier  system. 


On  the  question  of  functions,  present  indications  are  that 
housing  is  folt  to  be  a  suitable  (and  apparently  major)  one 
for  district  councils,  "jhatever  their  ultimate  size.  I  can 
only  xeitercubC  tne  comment  in  my  1968  Report  that,  in  deciding 
on  a  system  of  housing  administration,  full  weight  should  be 
given  to  the  need  for  providing  a  service  which  is  adequate  and 
accessible  lor  uhe  consumer.  V/liilst  the  size  of  the  authority 
should  provide  sufficient  resources  for  experienced  and  qualified 
staff,  any  remoteness  arising  from  such  size  should  be  offset 

oy  an  organisation  which  is  in  touch  with  and  responsive  to  the 
citizen. 
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STAPP  AND  ADHIl'HSTPJiTIOlT 


1.  There  was  one  resignation  during  the  year,  that  of  Ilrs.J.IL 
Hall  (General  Assistant)  and  Ilrs.S. Y.Hindry  was  appointed  to 
the  vacancy, 

2.  Since  June, 1969,  the  post  of  Housing  Assistant  had  been  vacant 
until,  in  June,  1970,  I-Irs .  D. Edley  was  appointed  to  deal  with 
managenent  aspects.  The  intention  behind  this  was  to  relieve 
myself  and  other  members  of  the  Department  of  management  work 
so  as  to  allow  attention  to  be  given  to  the  capital  side. 

With  the  absence  of  new  building  work,  it  proved  possible  to 
complete  the  backlog  of  administrative  work  on  a  number 

of  contracts  to  allow  final  accounts  to  be  prepared  and  to 
allov7  prejparaticn  of  details  for  nev7  schemes  at  Iloningham  and 
Wrozham. 

3.  I  was  re-elected  to  the  General  Council  of  the  Institute  of 
Housing  Managers  in  October  and  I  was  pleased  to  bo  able  to 
attend  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Institute  together  with 
the  Chairman  of  your  Housing  Management  Sub- Commit tee.  Such 
occasions  provide  opportunity  for  useful  discussion  and 
comparison  of  cxx^erience  and  I  therefore  value  the  Council’s 
support  in  my  efforts  to  foster  the  rural  aspects  of  housing. 

4.  The  high  spot  of  the  year  in  the  administrative  section  was 
probably  the  establishment  of  the  Council’s  offices  and  staff 
in  one  building.  It  has  since  proved  advantageous  in  many 
respects  not  least  of  which  arc  ease  of  contact  with  other 
departments  and  the  improved  facilities  which  wo  enjoy.  Despite 
the  fact  that  space  is  somewhat  restricted  in  the  Housing 
Department,  the  overall  improvement  has  been  worth-while. 

5.  The  move  to  the  now  offices  was  not  effected  without  some 
disturbance  but,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  tenants  and  applicants 
who  normally  visit  us  were  not  unduly  inconvenienced  and  the 
whole  procedure  was  completed  without  the  loss  of  one  housing 
application.’ 

6.  Table  1  on  page  5  attempts  to  give  some  idea  of  the  attention 
which  \-jols  given  during  the  year  to  various  aspects  of  the. 
Department’s  work. 
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7.  As  ill  previous  years,  the  figures  relating  to  housing  demand  as 
recorded  in  the  application  register  and  on  the  housing  clearance 
list  are  summarised  in  tabular  form  on  page  5. 

8.  Cacegory  A  figi-ires  are  those  uhich  are  used  in  assessing  total 
demand  and  the  demand  in  the  various  parishes.  This  category 
includes  all  applicants  uhere  there  is  housing  need  and  which 
are  reported  to  the  Housing  I-Ianagenont  Sub-Cormiittee  when 
allocation  of  vacancies  is  being  considered.  Category  B  are 
those  applicants  with  no  urgent  current  need.  These  are 
reviGTred  at  intervals  so  that  the  degree  of  need  and  the 
question  of  transfer  to  the  other  category  can  bo  considered. 

The  responsibility  for  keeping  the  facts  on  an  application  up- 
to-date  is  placed  on  the  applicant,  although  reminders  are  sent 
periodically  for  this  purpose. 

9.  There  was  little  change  in  the  total  number  of  aged  person 
applications  at  the  end  of  the  year  compared  with  1969,  but 
"other”  aipplications  in  Category  A  had  increased  by  approximately 
IT/L  Category  B  applications  liad  increased  by  68  compared  with 
1969  and  this  has  accounted  for  most  of,  the  increase  in  total 
applications.  Over  the  years  1965  ~  1970,  the  end-of-year 
total  of  applications  has  increased  from  64I  to  811  which 
reflects,  in  part,  the  inadequate  level  of  new  building. 

10.  he  received  222  new  housing  applications  during  the  year  and 

105  wore  removed  for  reasons  other  than  rehousing  by  the  Council. 

11.  The  total  outstanding  clearance  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was  20  more  than  at  the  end  of  1969.  50  new  demolition  or 

closing  orders  were  added  to  the  rehousing  list  during  the  year. 

12.  As  far  as  engaged  couples  applications  wore  concerned  the  total 
was  98  O'!  Ibo  end  of  the  y>jar  vjhich  is  an  increase  of  21  compared 
with  1969. 


15.  The  average  \7aiting  time  for  all  those  applicants  who  were 
rehoused  in  1970  was  5.4  years  compared  with  4.0  in  1969 
and  5.8  in  1968. 
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14o  On  page  8,  Table  3  gives  an  account  of  rehousing  activity 
as  far  as  the  nain  groups  of  housing  need  are  concerned. 

15.  Bug  to  the  absence  of  ncu  building  any  rehousing  of  clearance 
cases  had  to  be  achieved  within  the  vacancies  which  bccano 
available  in  existing  properties,  10  applicants  in  unfit 
dwellings  were  housed  by  this  neans, 

16.  In  addition  to  the  5  aged  person  applicants  who  were  rehoused, 
9  aged  tenants  of  existing  Council  properties  were  moved  to 
smaller  dwelliiigs,  thus  releasing  accommodation  for  fainilies. 
The  policy  of  creating  vacancies  by  removing  single  persons  or 
couples  to  smaller  accomodation  was  continued  by  the  Housing 
i'ianagenont  SuD-Comnittoo.  However,  it  is  always  necessary  to 
weigh  up  carefully  the  needs  of  a  family  applicant  against  an 
aged  person  applicant  in  deciding  how  to  dispose  of  vacancies. 
The  total  of  33  "other"  housing  cases  rehoused  is  ma.de  up  as 
follov7s:- 


medical  reasons  3 
sharing  accomodation  6 
crowding/bodroom  deficiency  1 
poor  accoLimodation  5 
occupying  caravans  10 
notice  to  quit/possession  order  8 


17.  Table  4  shows  how  the  work  of  tenancy  creation  was  dealt  v/ith 
in  1970.  Since  we  had  only  48  re-lets  to  deal  with  the  total 
numoer  of  tcjiancies  is  correspondingly  loss  than  in  previous 
years . 
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18.  As  forecast  in  last  year's  report,  i  have  to  confirm  regretfully 
that  there  were  no  new  building  completions  in  1970. 

19=  i'o  may  bo  recalled  that  in  October ,  1969,  the  Housing  Committee 
deferred  progress  on  building  i^ending  a  rent  review  vjhich  took 
place  in  January, 1970.  Largely  arising  from  the  staff  position 
(sec  para, 2  on  page  4)  it  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of  1970 
that  it  became  possible  to  finalise  the  details  for  Honingham 
and  Uroxham,  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  construction  of  6 
dwellings  at  Honingham  and  22  dwellings  at  VJ'roxham  is  well  in 
hand . 

20.  A  start  on  Hroxham  x-ras  delayed  following  the  high  tender  figure 
which  necessitated  a  review  of  the  heating  arrangements  for  the 
grouped  homes  scheme.  It  was  unfortunate  that  an  eminently 
desirable  heating  arraiigenent  from  the  point  of  view  of  old 
people  had  to, be  deletbd,  but  this  does  highlight  one  of  the 
problems  of  meeting  the  needs  of  the  aged  whilst  at  the  same 
tine  complying  'with  other  design  and  financial  requirements. 

21.  Apart  from  this  set-back,  it  has  so  far  proved  possible  to  keep 
within  the  liousiiig  cost  yardstick  on  all  our  schemes  and  still 
provide  accommodation  to  Parkor-Morris  standard.  The  average 
cost  (excluding  lend)  of  a  one-bedroom  (2  person)  bungalow  on 
the  tx’/o  contracts  entered  into  xras  £2690. 

22.  The  basic  financial  burden  arising  from  building  xjill  bo  kept 
to  a- -minimum  so  long  as  \'Iq  aro  able  to  .  concentrate  on  xJi*o'^''i6-ing 
small  units  and  to  utilise  existing  land  and  services  wherever 
possible.  Similarly,  contract  prices  are  likely  to  be  smaller 
per  unit  in  schemes  involving  larger  numbers  01  dx/ollings.  .These 
factors,  are  borne  in  mind  by  the  Housing  Committee  (  and  the 
Sites  and  Buildings  Sub-Committee)  when  considering  the  programme 
for  now  building. 
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23.  There  is  no  doubt  that  before  very  long  the  Council  will  need  to 
buy  nore  land  in  sone  parishes  at  considerably  higher  ]jrices  than 
have  been  paid  in  the  past.  The  purchase  fron  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  of  land  at  Keys  Hill,  Hroxhan  wo.s  first-hand  evidence  of 
this  need.  Mcantine,  it  behoves  us  to  nako  naxinuii  use  of 
existing  land,  especially  when  developing  sites  ad.jaccnt  to  pre¬ 
war  and  early  post-war  housing.  It  is  difficult  to  state  a 
density  which  should  apply  in  all  cases,  but  allowing  for  a 
reasonable  space  about  dwellings,  it  should  be  possible  to 
develop  on  rural  sites  at  densities  beiv/cen  25  c-nd  50  bed-spaces 
per  acre.  Although  there  will  no  doubt  bo  exceptions  on  particular 
sites  where  higher  densities  nust  be  resorted  to  for  various 
reasons,  I  fcul  that  high  density  low-rise  develoiDnent  is  likely 

to  provide  us  with  the  living  problons  of  the  future  and  should 
bo  avoided  wherever  possible. 

24.  Parallel  with  the  need  to  use  existing  Council  land  econonically 
is  the  need  wherever  possible  to  redevelop  sites  within  villages 
whore  the  opportunity  arises  following  clearance  of  unfit  houses. 
Nspocially  in  parishes  whore  the  Council  oims  little  or  no  land 
it  would  nako  sense  fron  a  rcdovulopncnt  point  ofview  to  deal 
with  these  as  clearance  c.roas  under  the  Housing  Acts  or  at  least 

to  investigate  the  potential  of  each  site  where  unified  devolopnent 
appears  desirable  so  that  negotiations  with  owners  could  be 
undortolcon. 

25.  The  diagran  on  page  11  gives  the  amiual  building  conpletions 
since  1951.  It  is  hoped  that  the  political  and  financial 
atnosphero  will  not  prevent  the  progra.Dr.ie  recently  a.grccd  fron 
proceeding  and  showing  sono  inprovenont  over  tho  1970  porfornanco. 

26.  Tho  housing  cost  ya.rdstick  regional  variation  ’was  raised  for  this 
area  in  April  fron  6%  to  llfo  but  if  ronains  to  bo  seen  vdiether 
those  incroa.sos  a.rc  adequate  in  their  tining  to  obviate  the 

need  to  use  the  10%  (non-subsidisod)  tolerance  in  nany  cases. 

27.  The  revised  standards  for  housing  for  old  people  with  warden 
supervision  ca.ne  into  operation  in  October,  The  general  effect 
appears  to  bo  to  allow  for  full  coLinunal  facilities  only  in 
schones  conprising  grouped  flatlets.  In  urban  parishes  this 
nay  well  bo  a  desirable,  approach. 

28.  Rcephan  Housing  Trust  added  one  more  bungalow  to  their  devolopnent 
for  diso.bled  people  at  Sun  Barn  Halk,  thus  conploting  their  site. 
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Housing  Stock 

29.  With  no  additions  by  way  of  now  building,  tho  total  nunbor  of 
dv^ollings  ownod  by  the  Council  was  2123.  Table  5  gives  the 
break-down  of  this  total  into  agos  and  typos. 

T:.BLE  3  -  HOUSING  STOCK 


Houses  Burigalovfs  Flats  Total 


Pre-war  dwellings 

532 

21 

4 

557 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

— 

55 

— 

55 

Po s  t-war  dwo llings  t 

( i )  ho  n- 1  ra  di  t  i  0  nal 

92 

- 

— 

92 

(ii)  traditional 

706 

607 

80 

1393 

Tenporary  ( war- tine ) dwe llings 

— 

7 

— 

7 

PurcliasGd  dwellings; 

(i)  pemanent 

13 

5 

— 

18 

(ii)  tenporary 

1- 

1 

1344 

637 

84 

2123 

Car  Accomodation 

30.  There  was  no  change  in  tho  nuiabor  of  garages  and  parking  spaces 
which  at  31st  Dcccnbcr  stood  at  65  garages  and  97  hard-standings. 
Most  of  tho  latter  forn  the  bases  on  which  tenants  erect  their 
own  go.ragcs  if  they  so  desire.  Such  provision  inproves  tho 
appearance  of  -  n,n  estate  by  reducing  the  anount  of  long-torn 
parking  on  roads  and  open  spaces.  Tho  current  work  load 
unfortunately  prevents  inxorovonent  of  car  accomodation  on  nost 
existing  estates,  but  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  co.tor  for 
this  donand  when  nov/  building  takes  place  on  or  near  to  these 
estates . 

Comercial  Pronisos 

31.  The  Council  has  iDrovidod  2  shops  -  one  at  Aylshan  and  one  at  •■[oston 
Longvillc.  The  assignLicnt  of  the  lease  to  a  now  proprietor  of 
the  Aylshan  shop  was  agreed  during  tho  year. 

The  lease  of  tho  storage  pronisos  at  Sir  Fdward  Stracey  Road, 
Rackhcath,  to  a  general  haulage  firn  continued  in  force. 
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IHPHQVEI-IEITTS 

32.  IJliilst  a  considerable  amount  of  .uork  was  done  during  the  year 
to  finish  off  contracts  started  in  1969  and  to  finalise 
outstanding  accounts,  new  improvements  were  commenced  on 
six  dwellings  only.  Improvements  on  50  dwellings  were 
completed  during  the  year  as  follows s- 


Aylsham  (Hungate  Street)  44 
VJeston  Longville  (Rectory  Road)  2 
Alderford  (horwich  Road)  2 
Little  VJitchingham  (Harwich  Road)  2 


Hach  of  the  pairs  of  dwellings  listed  above  required  a  separate 
bore  well  water  supply  and  a  separate  sewage  disposal  unit.  It 
IS  hoped  that  these  six  will  be  the  last  to  require  on—site 
services  and  that  all  other  outstanding  improvements  will  be 
covered  by  mains  services. 

o3.  Of  the  86  remaining  unimproved  houses,  66  are  awaiting  village 
sewerage  schemes  ( Caws  ton,  Pelthorpe,  Hevingham  and  3a.lhouse). 

As  far  as  the  other  20  are  concerned  it  is  intended  at  present 
that  those  at  Hainford  will  bo  served  by  augmenting  the  existing 
troatment  works  and  those  at  Horstead  by  connecting  to  existing 
mains  if  economically  possible. 

p4.  Taole  6  compares  annual  totals  of  dwellings  improved  since  1954. 

TABLE  6  -  IiIfROVHLHilT  COUPLE TI OHS 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

32 

_ 

1 

28 

28 

24 

22 

54 

— 

34 

196,5 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

32 

38 

— 

27 

33 

78 

50 

Amenities  and  Services 


b5.  iiiising  xrom  tne  improvement  work  mentioned  above  and  from  the 
activity  of  the  Engineer's,  Department  in  provision  of  main 
sewerage  in  Taverham  and  Horsford,  it  wa,s  possible  to  abolish 
certain  shallov/  wells  and  pail  closets  and  to  give  main  sewer 
connections  to  dwellings  previously  served  by  cesspools  etc. 
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The  position  at  31f3t  December  in  respect  of  amenities  and  services 
to  Council  dwellings  is  given  in  Table  7. 

TABLE  7  -  AFlMITIES  MD  3ERVICES  IB  COUNCIL  DV/ELLimS 


Main  water  supply  and  main  se'u'erage  1438 
Main  water  supply  and  site  sewage  disposal  scheme  478 
Main  water  supply  and  cesspool  draina^pe  118 
Main  V7ater  supply  and  pail  closets  34 
§ite  water  supply  (bore)  and  site  se'jerage  disposal  scheme  46 
Site  water  supply  (bore)  and  pail  closets  8 
hell  water  supply  and  pail  closets  3 
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37.  4117  orders  were  issued  on  private  contractors  for  repairs  to 
Council  properties. 

38.  The  follov7ing’  figures  (from  the  Treasurer's  Abstract  of  Accounts) 
give  an  idea  of  the  trend  -  inevitably  upwards  --  in  expenditure 
on  maintenance  over  the  last  seven  years 


Financial 


Total  expenditure  to 


Average  per 


Year 

nearest  £100 

dvrelling  to 

nearest  l/- 

1963  -  64 

£22400 

£  11.  9. 

1964  -  65 

£27200 

£  13.14. 

1965  -  66 

£27100 

£  11.19. 

1966  -  67 

£23200 

£  11.  8. 

1967  -  68 

£29600 

£  14.10. 

1968  -  69 

£25900 

£  12,  6. 

1969  -  70 

£41300 

£  19.  9. 

(The  figures 

include  administrative  on-costs). 

39.  The  reduction  in  I968  -  9  arises  from  the  fact  that  no  external 
painting"  v/ork  was  carried  out  in  1968,  Expenditure  on  repairs, 
excluding  painting,  increased  by  about  £3600  compared  with  the 
financial  year  1968  -  69.  The  greater  part  of  the  increased 
expenditure  in  1969  -  70  is,  therefore,  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
thu,t  vj-e  painted  a  greater  than  average  number  of  dwellings  in  1969, 
resulting  in  costs  about  twice  the  average  figure  for  painting  work. 


External  Painting 


40,  A  total  of  415  dwellings  was  painted  externally  in  1970.  The 
average  cost  was  d£20.  0,  0,  per  house  and  £11.  5.  0.  per  bungalow. 

Housing  Sevrage  Disposal 

41,  By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  existence  56  small  schemes 
dealing  with  council  House  drainage.  Of  these,  11  comprise 
septic  tanlvS  with  gravity  filters  and  those  are  maintained  by  the 
Engineer's  Department.  The  remaining  45  schemes  rely  on  sub-soil 
irrigation  for  disposal  of  effluent  and  do-sludging  is  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Department.  There  are  also  38  cesspools  in 
existence  and  the  emptying  of  these  is  also  carried  out  by  the 
Riblic  Health  Department. 

42,  Drainage  to  the  Hash  Road  estate  at  Fclthorpc  was  improved  by  the 
provision  of  extra  effluent  disposal  drains. 
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Housing  Water  Supply 

43«  Thero  are  8  water  supply  systems  which  rely  on  a  bore  well  and 
3  of  these  supply  a  number  of  private  properties  in  addition  to 
Council  dwellingSo  At  the  time  of  writing  it  appears  that  only 
three  of  these  vrlll  continue  in  the  Council's  control  after  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Norwich  water  supply  undertaking  in  April, 
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Tenancy  Control 

44.  One  notice  to  quit  V7as  served  and  subsequently  possession  of  the 
house  was  obtained  on  grounds  of  rent  arrears  and  a  generally 
uiisatisfactory  tenancy. 

45.  The  Council  supported  me  in  the  prosecution  of  the  son  of  one  of 
their  tenants  following  assault  by  him  in  the  course  of  my  duties. 
The  prosecution  resulted  in  a  conviction. 


Distress  for  Rent 

46.  Act  ion  by  the  Bailiff  to  distrain  for  rent  owing  was  taken  in  10 
instances  covering  a  total  of  £208.  All  but  approximately  £28  of 
this  had  boon  recovered  or  paid  by  the  tenant  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and  the  balance  was  paid  early  in  1971. 

47.  Action  under  this  heading  is  authorised  by  the  Housing  Management 
Sub-Committee  after  considering  the  details  of  each  case.  Distress 
for  rent  may  appear  to  be  out  of  touch  with  modem  landlord/ tenant 
relationsnips ,  but  until  some  other  form  of  legal  debt  recovery  with 
possible  attachunent  of  earnings  is  evolved,  in  many  cases  it  is  the 
only  effective  means  which  does  not  take  up  an  undue  amount  of  time 
and  expense.  The  other  alternative,  notice  to  quit,  would  very  likely 
create  a  bigger  problem  than  the  one  which  it  is  intended  to  solve. 

Sale  of  Houses 

48.  Following  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
Circular  54/70,  the  publicity  given  to  the  possible  purchase  by 
tenants  of  their  hw'Uses  resulted  in  14  applications  for  consideration 
of  conditions,  price  etc.  The  District  Valuer  was  asked  to  report 
but  no  actual  sales  had  taken  place  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  Advisory  Service 

49.  Following  the  heightened  interest  in  tlie  development  of  advisory 
services,  the  Rural  District  Councils'  Association  issued  an 
advisory  booklet  containing  mi‘.c.li  useful  inf'ormation  on  many  aspects 
of  house  tenancy  and  ownership.  VJhilst  the  nov.d  for  a  single 
avenue  of  infemation  to  the  public  is  desirable,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  this  may  be  achieved  by  a  rural  district  council  with 

a  case  load  which  is  probably  small  and  scattered.  One  answer 
might  be  to  } ivc  a  form  of  mobile  exhibition/inf ormation  room 
which  could  visit  the  larger  parishes. 
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Land 

50.  The  total  area  of  midovoloped  land  owned  by  the  Council  is 
approximately  73  acres.  All  unused  land  is  lot  for  cultivation 
or  grazing  wherever  it  is  possible  to  arrange  this. 

51.  xi  piece  of  land  on  School  Lane,  Burgh  was  leased  to  the  Parish 
Council  as  a  playground. 

A  small  area  of  land  off  Globe  Way,  Horstcad  was  sold  to 
adjoining  ovmors  to  provide  them  with  extended  gardens  and 
to  settle  a  boundo,ry  question  which  had  existed  for  many  years. 
Discussion  took  place  I'j-it]:!  ITorfolk  County  Council  on  the  transfer 
and  oxchan^'c  of  land  at  Buxton  to  allow  the  building  of  another 
school,  but  no  transaction  had  materialised  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

52.  Formal  nego  tations^wore  pur-sued  for  the  purchase  of  land'  from 
three  owners  to  enable  development  of  o.n  area  off  Ye  Ivor  ton 
Close,  Hcllesdon.  It  proved  impossible  for  the  District  valuer 
to  agree  a  price  and  the  idea  vjas  shelved.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  at  some  future  date  the  question  should  be  re-opened  to 
ensure  that  the  development  potential  of  all  the  land  is  realised. 
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53.  Tho  following  Table  gives  an  account  of  the  rent  arrears  position 
at  the  end  of  each  financial  year.  Hhilst  the  figure  for  I969/7O 
is  higher  than  for  previous  years,  it  still  reflects  favourably  on 
the  work  of  the  staff  involved  in  rent  collection. 


I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

£221 

£245 

£227 

£266 

£245 

£104 

£113 

,£215 

£144 

£168 

£415 

The  fig-ure  of  £415  is  approximately  0 . 15^0  of  the  total  rent  collectable 
for  that  financial  year. 

54*  As  from  1st  Jaiiua.ry,  1970,  local  authority  housing  rents  became 
suDject  to  the  Rent  (Control  of  Increases)  Act,  1969  which  was 
an  extension  .of  the  interim  concrol  provided  in  the  Prices  and 
Incomes  net,  1968.  The  local  authority  associations  agreed 
certain  guide  lines  with  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  (Circular  1/70)  to  cover  rent  increases  in  the  period 
up  to  30th  June,  I97I0  Within  this  policy  the  Ccincil  in  January 
agreed  to  increase  the  standard  rents  of  all  dwellings  by  A-fo  with 
effect  from  29th  June, 


55*  Whilst  considering  the  q^uestion  of  rent  income,  the  specie,!  Sub¬ 
committee  set  up  for  the  x^urposc  also  gave  preliminc.iy  thought  to 
other  aspects  of  housing  finance.  At  a  later  meeting  in  November, 
the  Sub-Committee  recommended  with  effect  from  April,  1971  - 


(a.)  a  cha,rgo  of  £1  per  week  on  ea.ch  lodger  permission 

(b)  a  charge  for  communal  TV/radio  aerial  facility  of 
1/-  per  v7eok 


(c)  cessation  of  the  tenancy  deposit 

(d)  a,ltorations  in  cha.rgos  for  garage  a,nd  ca,r  spaicos 


and  these  recommendations  wero  accepted  Dy  the  Housirog  Committee  and 
the  Councix.  Ao  the  same  time,  a  revised  method  of  rent.al  valuation 
of  Council  dwellings  was  agreed.  It  appea.rs  that  this  will  not  need 
to  bo  implemented  in  order  to  secure  increased  rent  income  before 
1972  since  capital  expenditure  was  less  than  anticipated  following 
the  absence  of  building  in  1970. 
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56,  RoforcncG  has  boon  uadc  to  tho  recovery  of  rent  arrears  in  some  cases  by 
the  levy  of  distress.  This  was  o.  successful  measure  and  was  supplemented 
by  arrangements  in  other  cases  with  tho  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security  for  payment  of  rent  by  tenants  in  receipt  of  benefits  from,  the 
Department,  In  tx^o  cases  the  Department  agreed  to  direct  payment  of 
benefit  to  this  Council. 


Rebates 

57«  In  considering  housing  finance,  the  special  Sub- Committee  agreed  to 

review  the  existing  rent  rebate  scheme  when  the  officers  have  formultcd 
recommendations.  The  Government  have  indicated  that  rent  rebates  may 
be  more  x^ridely  applied  when  their  housing  policy  intentions  are 
announced  and  this  may  affect  tho  form  of  any  new  rebate  scheme  which 
this  Council  decides  to  implement, 

58.  In  November,  Department  of  tho  Environment  Circular  3/70  announced 
arrangements  for  retionalising  the  ijaymcnt  of  rent  rebates  xfith  tho 
paxrmont  of  supplomuntary  benefits.  These  arrangements  xvoro  the  result 
of  a  xTOrking  party  representing  local  authorities,  the  former  Ministry 
and  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  ha.vo  been  accepted 
by  tho  local  authority  associations,  B.riefly,  the  arra..ngcments  involve 
the  local  authority  in  refunding  to  tho  Department  a  sum  x^hich  represents 
a.  proportion  of  Exchequer  subsidy  expended  on  rent  rebates.  The 
arrangements  X';ill  not  apply  to  this  Council  on  the  present  level  of 
rebates  and  rate  fund  contribution,  but  their  existence  V7ill  need  fco 
bo  al.lowod  for  in  reviewing  the  rebate  scheme. 


CONCLUSION 


Once  again  I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
for  their  x-rork  during  tho  year,  especially  cat 
x-7as  not  complete  or  x-.dion  sickness  created  gaps 


sta.ff  of  the  Depa-rtnent 
times  xihen  the  establishment 
in  the  xfork. 


I  wish  also  to  thank  my  follox'^'  officers  for  their  help  cond  co-opcra,tion 
in  matters  of  mutual  concern  a.nd  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
given  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Coxmcil  cond  its  Committoos  in 
tho  various  o-spects  of  the  Council's  housing  activities.  It  is  not  a-lx-^ays 
easy  to  reconcile  the  technica,!  cund  adminis treat ive  sides  of  the  x-rork  x-«'ith 
the  (frequently  personal)  needs  of  applicants  and  tenants  x-zho  look  to  us 
for  help,  I  consider  that  this  ba,lancQ  v/as  maintained  successfully  x\rithin 
the  resources  xHiich  X'j’eiro-  a,va.ilablo  duiing  the  yea-r. 
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...  CHRIS.  GITTINS, 
HoueiUg  Cfficcr. 
June,  1971* 
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